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"DEDICATION.

-To Mrs. SUSAN V. BRADFORD,

WIPOW AND RELICT OF WILLIAM BRADFORD, ESQ. LATE ATTORNEY
GENERAL OF THE UNITED STATES.

‘WHEN the warm and sincere affection, ofa fond
and anxious parent, is strongly manifested, by the in-
terest he takes in the improvement and welfare of a
beloved child; when it appears that, to promote her
best interests, neither cares nor labour, even in an ad-
vanced and infirm age, will be spared; it may be
hoped, that a corresponding temper of mind, may lead
her to see the fyuili ima more clear’and convincing
light, especially w’[:en urged aﬁd ifitulcated by exer-
tlons of so tender 4 nat!ﬁ‘e.. )

It was not from: arlpu‘bt df _Your principles be-
ing yet unsettledi’ dr from an apprehensxon, that the
extravagant and ludicrous ideas, of the vain and infidel
author of a late publication, entitled, the Ace oF
REeason, would, at present, in any respect, pervert’
your mind, that I have been led to spend so much of



[ iv ]

the precious remnant of time yet allotted me, in look-
ing into his work, and endeavouring to shew you its
futility and weakness, in the following sheets:- But,
knowing the importance of your being able to give a
ready answer for the hope that is in you, and seeing
the melancholy prevalence of a spirit of infidelity,
founded ona * pretended philosophy, and a vain deceit,
after the tradition of men, after the rudiments of the
world, and not after Christ,” I thought myself, with
regard to you, in the situation of the apostle Jude,
with regard to the church of his day, that ¢ I should
give all diligence to write unto you of the common
salvation, and exhort you, that you should earnestly
contend for the faith which was once delivered to the
saints; for there are certain men, who were before of
old ordained to this condemnation; ungodly men, turn-
ing the grace of eur God into lasciviousness, and de-
nying the only Lord God, and our Lord Jesus Christ:
wherefore, I ought not to be negligent, to put you inre-
membranee of these things, though you knowthem,and
are established in the present truth.”* ¢ Yea, I think
~ it meet, as long as I am in this tabernacle, to stir you

up, by putting you in remembrance of these things;
knowing, that shortly, I must put oﬁ' this my taberna-

brance, for we have n.ot fbﬂowed’ cunningly devised
fables, when we mate knmumo you, the power and
" coming of our Lord*Jésus;”*{* * that the tryal of your
faith, being much more precious than gold that perish-
eth, though it be tryed with fire, might be found unto

¢ Jude, 4th and 5th ver. $ 2d Peter, st chap. 12=16.
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praise and hanor, and glory, at the appearing of Jesus
Christ, whom having not seen, you love; in whom,
thoughnow yousee him not, yet believing, you rejoice
with joy unspeakable and full of glory, receiving the
end of your faith, even the salvation of your soul.”*

The whole tribe of unbelievers, object to the sys-
tem of the gospel; that, although there are mysteries
" in it, above the comprehension of human reason, yet it
requireth, and that indispensibly, the firm and unwa-
vering faith of its professors; it being one of its funda-
mental principles, that without faith, you cannot please
God.

This is a certain fact, and not only reasonable in
itself, but consistent with the nature of the subject. No
man believes, that credit is given to the veracity of
another who reports a fact, by firmly believing it, on
perfect demonstration, or the fullest evidence. If a
person of the most infamous character for falshood and
deceit, should assert, that the three sides of an equila-
teral triangle, were equal to each other, every man who
heard and understood him, would immediately give
the most hearty assent to the truth of it, without put-
ting the least confidence in the character or veracity of
the assertor. If one should inform you, that the sun
was shining, and at the same time should point to the
meridian sun, appearing in his full splendour within
your view, you could not but believe the fact, the
truth would force your assent; though without put-
ting the least confidence in the informer. But if such
a person were to tell you, of a fact that had come to
his knowledge, of which you could have no other evi-

* 1st Peter, 15t chap, 7——3—0,
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dence, and you were to give full credit to it, then you
. would do honour to the veracity, and revere the cha-
racter of the informant. So it is with revealed religion.
God, in his infinite wisdom, has given us sufficient
evidence, that the revelation of the gospel is from him.
_ This is the subject of rational inquiry, and of convic-
tion, from the conclusive nature of the evidence: but
when that fact is established, you are bound, as a ra-
tional creature, to show your full confidence in his un-
changeable veracity, and infinite wisdom, by firmly
believing the great truths so revealed; although he has
wisely kept from your knowledge, some things which
may be mysterious in their nature. In this, his de-
sign, amongst others, may be, that thereby the pride
of the human heart might be subdued; the human will
brought to submit to the will of God; the character of
Jehovah magnified and honoured; and his unstained
veracity perfectly confided in, and trusted to, while at
the same time, the amiable humility of the Christian
character, is promoted in the firm believer of his
word.

These objectors find it difficult to submit to the
faith of the gospel, because many things are above
their reason; while they continually exercise the same
principle in temporal things, which are subject, in one
respect or another, to the like predication, in almost
every action of their lives. In travelling, by sea and
land—in eating and drinking—in ploughing and sow-
ing; do they all, with one accord, exercise this virtue
in its full extent: no mysteries—no want of under-
standing principles or consequences, are opposed as
sufficient to prevent their unfeigned faith in their
fellow men: but in revealed religion, nothing is to be -
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believed, even on the veracity of God himself, if they
cannot fully comprehend and understand, every prin-
ciple and mode of the truth, proffered as an ebject of
their faith. They will trust themselves, their families,
and their property, to a frail ship, and launch into the
boisterous ocean, without a thought of examining the
captain as to his theoretic or practical knowledge in
navigation; or inquiring into the abilities of the sea-
men, with regard to the management of a ship in a
storm. They exercise, without hesitation, an un-
feigned faith in the general character of the one; and
trust wholly to the owner and master, for the abilities
of the others.

If they travel by land, they will mount the horse,
recommended by its owner ; or enter a public carriage
provided for passengers, without doubting of their
safety in the one case, or examining the workman.
ship and construction of either carriage or harness, in
the other. They trust to the care of the master and
driver, and implicitly commit themselves to their
knowledge and good conduct.

Men sit down to their usual meals, without ever
inquiring, whether the meat they are to eat, is not
part of a beast that died a natural death, or by some
dangerous disease; neither is the cook ever called
upon, as to the wholesomeness of the various ad-
ditions made use of in dressing the food—all is pre-

vented, by a firm faith in the butcher who sells thc
meat, and the host who employs the cook.

Does any person refuse to swallow his victuals,
before he fally understands the method of digestion,
‘or the manner in which the food will turn to his nou-
rishment?
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"No man refuses to plough or sow, because he can-
not comprehend, how the grain he casts into the earth,
can take root, shoot up, and produce a much larger
quantity than that which he sows—however inexpli-
¢able all this is to his finite nature, he exercises
a lively vigorous faith in the consequences of his
labours, and, without hesitation, acts accordingly.
Will any man refuse to listen to the voice of his
friend, because, with the utmost stretch of all his
powers, he cannot comprehend how the motion of the
air, can convey different articulate sounds to his ears;
or how any sounds, however formed, can produce
ideas in his soul, corresponding to the will of the
fnover. In short, innumerable important facts, the
causes of which, ‘with their modes of aperation, we
‘cannot comprehend, being perfectly mysterieus and
unaccountable, are yet firmly believed; and, in the
course of life, acted upon by us. We hear the blow-
ing of the wind, and feel its power; but we know not
what produces it—why it is now mild and refreshing,
and now violent and destructive—‘‘ We know not
whence it comes, or wither it goeth”’—we daily see
and put the utmost confidence in the good effects of
the load-stone, both as it regards our persons and pro-
perty, by sea and land; and yet no one will pretend to
understand, whence this peculiar virtue is derived, by
which these effects are produced : our faithis firm and
immoveable, and no one cbjects its mysterious
nature. a '

No body doubts of the motion of .the heart, the
circulation of the blood, or the action of the -stomach
and bowels; in all which the man exercises no-act of
his will whatever, neither can any ope define or com,
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prehend the original cause or power by which these
are accomplished: yet every one believes the facts,
notwithstanding their mysterious nature is far above
his reason; and they risque their lives on the issue.
‘All then that revealed religion asks of men, is, that
they would act in like manner, with regard toher requi.
sitions—instead of rejecting all belief, till they fully
~ understand every-mystery of revealed religion, (and
which is as applicable to natural religion) let their first
inquiry be, is this the word of God, or not? If they
find rational evidence, to prove that it is so, (which
will most certainly be the case with every ingenuous
mind) let them treat her great principles and doctrines,
as they do the revelation of God in the natural world,
and they will assuredly find additional and conclusive
evidence arising from experience, and their faith will
soon become to them the substance of the things ho-
ped for, from the promises of the Gospel, and the evi-
dence of the things there revealed as unseen. In
submitting to the great mysteries of the Gospel, we
Dbelieve, becausé God has said it—here then we rely
on the divine veracity alone, and show our confidence
in, and pay due honour to, his character and attri.
butes; which is the life and soul of a true faith. But
~ how does the unbeliever better himself, by the denial
of revelation, and flying to his religion of nature? Is
" there not as strong faith required here, as in revealed
religion? How does he know, that there is a God,
who regards the affairs of men, or concerns himself
with their well being? He tells you that he firmly be-
tieves that there is an eternal almighty first cause, and
that this is fully proved by all the works of creation
A B :
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and Providence, around him. But why does he be-
lieve it? Certainly, by a strong faith in the declarations
and assertions of those on whose sleeve he pins his
faith, and on arguments drawn principally from that
revelation he affects to despise. . To judge aright in
this matter, let us inquire into the opinions and belief
of the wise and the learned, previous to the coming of
Christ, and who had no'aid from the knowledge com-
municated by the Saviour, to a guilty world; though
drawing much assistance, (unknowingly) from tradi-
tion, founded on revelation, to Adam, Enoch, Seth,
and Noah. Hearken then to the language of Cicero,
that oracle of antiquity, whose religious knowledge
was superior to any of his cotemporaries, in his trea-
tise, written expressly on the nature of the Gods;
¢ As many things in philosophy are not sufficiently
clear, so the question concerning the nature of the
Gods, which is in itself the most interesting and ne-
cessary for the regulation of religion, is attended with
peculiar difficulty. Among those who supposed that
there are Gods, their opinions are so various, that it
is difficult to enumerate them. Much has been ad-
vanced concerning the form of the Gods; ‘the place of
‘their habitation, and their employment; and on these
subjects there has been much disputation among the
philosophers. But the principal difference among
t“ern, and a subject on which every thing depends, is,

ether the Gods undertake to do nothing in the go-
- vernment of the world; or whether every thing were
originally constituted, and is still directed by them,
and will be so forever. Till this be decided, men
must be in much error about things of the greatest
importance.——For there are, and have been philoso-
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phers, who have maintained, that the Gods take no
care of human affairs; and if this doctrine be true,
what foundation can there be for piety and religion.
This will be due to,them, if we be noticed by them,
and if in return they render any services to men; but
if the Gods neither can, nor will do any thjng for us,
and give no attention to our conduct, why should we
render them any kind of worship, or pray to them ?
Then will piety be mere hypocrisy, and all religion be
at an end ; and this will be attended with the greatest
confusion in the business of life. Nay, I do not
‘know, but that with the loss of religion, the founda-
tion of all confidence of men in society, and even of
justice, the most important of the virtues, would be
taken away. But there are other philosophers, and
those of the first distinction, who think that the world
is governed by the mind and will of the Gods; that
by them every thing in the course of nature is provi-
ded for the use of man; and they express themselves”
in such a manner, as if they.thought the Gods them-
selves were made for thg use of man. Against these,
Carneades has advanced so much, as to excite persons
of any curiosity, to investigate the truth. For there
is no subject, about which not only the unlearned, but
even the learned, differ so much; and their opinions
are so various and discordant, that only one of them
can be true, though all may be erroneous.” So confu-
sedly and absurdly did Cicero write, with all the
boasted light of nature, and human wisdom, without
revelation. :

. If the Son of God has appeared in this our world,
and has proved his mission by miracles and prophe-
cies; in a word, by doing works, that no other man
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ever did, and that in proof of doctrines the most pure,
moral, religious and benevolent ; honourable to God,
and beneficial to man; do they not demand, at least,
as much respect, as men pay every day to their fellow
creatures, whom they know to be fallible and imper-
fect; sometimes immoral, dissolute, and profane. In
fine, is there any propriety in these objections to the
firm faith of the gospel; while men so universally ex-
ercise a greater degree of faith, towards each other
every day, in the common business of life? Let rea.
son and conscience judge.

When I first took up this treatise, I considered it
as one of those vicious and absurd publications, filled
with ignorant declamation and ridiculous representa-
tions of simple facts, the reading of which, with at-
tention, would be an undue waste of time; but after--
wards, finding it often the subject of conversation, in
all ranks of society; and knowing the author to be ge-
nerally plausible in his language, and very artful in
turning the clearest truths into ridicule, I determined
to read it, with an honest dgsign of impartially ex-
amining into its real merits.

I confess, that I was much mortified to find, thc
whole force of this vain man’s genius and art, pointed
at the youth of America, and her unlearned citizens,
(for I have no doubt, but that it was originally intended
_for them) in hopes of raising a sceptical temper and
disposition in their minds, well knowing that this
was the best inlet to infidelity, and the most effectual
way of serving its cause, thereby sapping the foun-
dation of our holy religion in their minds.

To Christians, who are well instructed in the Gos-
pel of the Son of God, such expedients rather 2dd
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confirmation to their faith. They were forewarned
near two thousand years ago, of these things, by their.
great Lord and Master ; ¢ that when the time should
come, they might remember, that he had told them
of them.” They indeed rest in this strong confidence,
¢ that when the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from
heaven, with his mighty angels in flaming fire, he will
take vengeance on them, who know not God, and who
. abey not the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ; who
shall be punished with everlasting destruction from:
the presence of the Lord, and from the glory of his
power, when he shall come to be glorified in his
sajnts, and to be admired in all them who believe in
t«hﬂt day 2 '
- This awful consequence, created some alarm in,
my mind, lest at.any future day, you, my beloved
child, might take up this plausible address of infidel..
ity'; and, for want of an answer at hand to his subtle
insinuations, might suffer.even a doubt of the truth, as
it is in Jesus, to penetrate into your mind. -
You might then, perhaps, be alone, or without a, a
friend near you, whom you might be willing to con..
sult without delay ; and my mind could not, with pa-
tience, endure the idea of your doubting, on such.
important points, though it were but for a moment. .
. I therefore determined, as God should give me
health and leisure, were it only by improving a few
moments at a time, to put my thoughts on the subject.
of this pamphlet, on paper, for your edification and,
information, when I shall be no more. _
I chose to confine myself to the leading and essep-,
tial facts of the Gospel, which are contradicted, or at-
tempted to be turned into ridicule, by this writer. [
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have endeavoured to detect his falsehoods and misre-
* presentations, and to show his extreme ignorance of
the divine scriptures, which he makes the subject of
his animadversions—not knowing that ¢ they are the
. power of God unto salvation, to every one that bg-
lieveth.”* )

It is by their divine instructions, that, in the lan-
guage of the elegant Hunter, the true Christian learns
+ % what is the commanding object in the eye of eternal
Providence, the salvation of a lost world, by Jesus
Christ. Do you adopt the same object ? Cleave unto
it;. keep it continually in view ; all things else are vain
and worthless; for they are passing qluck.ly away.
Our interest in, and hold of the world, is diminishing
every hour. Our consequence, as candidates for im-
mortal bliss, as heirs of glory, is rising in proportion.
‘When we cease from importance as the citizens of this
world, our real importance begins to be felt and un-
derstood. I recommend no sullen distance from your
fellow-creatures, nor peevish discontent. . Live in the
world. Associate with mankind. . Enjoy the portion
which God allotteth to you. But use the world, so as
not to abuse it. 'While you are cumbered about many
things, never forget, that one thing is needful, and
choose that good part, which shall not be taken from
you. »t

The experience of forty years, and upwards, has
confirmed the conclusions I have drawn from the doc-.
trines of the Gospel; and be assured, my dear child,
that this author’s whole work, is made up of old ob-
jections, answered, and that canclusively, a thousand

4 - * Romans, 1—16. t Hount. Sacred Biog. 2d vol, 34
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tithes “over, by the advocates for our holy religion.
Some of them he has endeavoured to clothe with new
language, and put into a more ridiculous form; but
many of them he has collected almost word for word,
from the writings of the deists of the last and present
century.

" May that God who delighteth in the meek and
humble temper, which trembleth at his word, lead you
to the cross of - Christ; and there, by his holy spirit,
direct you into all truth. May he instruct you in his
holy word, which is able to make you wise unto sal-
vation. Let that word abide in you richly—become.
your daily - companion, under every circumstance of
life; ¢ the man of your council, a lamp to your paths
and a light to your feet.”

- For near half a century, have I anxiously and cri-
tically studied that invaluable treasure; and I still
scarcely ever take it up, that I do net find something
new—that I do not receive some valuable addition ta
my stock of knowledge; or perceive some instructive
fact, never observed before. In short, were you to
ask me to recommend the most valuable book in the
world, I should fix on the Bible as the most instruc-.
tive, both to the wise and ignorant. Were you to ask

.me for one; affording the most rational and pleasing
entertainment to the inquiring mind, I should repeat;
it is the Bible: and should you renew the inquiry,
for the best philosophy, or the most interesting his-
tory, I should still urge you to look into your Bible.-
I would make it, in short, the Alpha and Omega of
knowledge; and be assured, that it is for want of un:;
derstanding the scriptures, both of the Old and New
Testament, that so little value is set upon them by the
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world at large. The time, however, is not far 8f;
when they will command a very different 1 receptxon,
among the sons of men.

One thing I beg you would attend to, as a guard
against the designs of infidels, to wit, that the Gospel-
revelation is a complete system of salvation, suited to"
our fallen nature, and should be takén altogether. Be
cautious, then, how you ever hearken to objections
levelled against detached principles, separated from'
the system, which are too often made use of, with
success, by those who wish to weaken the force of
revelation upon the mind of its professors, and by
slov:, if not imperceptible advarces, to sap the foun-
dation of their hope. It is not unusual to hear the
punishment of sin, stated as incompatible with the
perfections and attributes of Almighty God : that he
cannot delight in the sufferings of the creatures that he
has made, as he has no passions to gratify, and he de-
lighteth not in cruelty—but the gospel reveals the
great Jehovah, as the governor of all ranks of being in
the universe. That it is necessary to keep all intelli-
. gences in the love of order, and obedience to his
righteous laws. That the breach of them, necessarily
induces a separation from him, who is the fountain
and source of all happiness and enjoyment; and, of
course, necessarily induces misery in the extreme.
"This becomes a warning to all intelligences, to avoid
the evil of sin; and therefore it is for the good of the
whole, and founded in benevolence to beings in gene-
ral, that the obstinate and unbelieving sinner is pu-
nished. But if the advocates for infidelity, can once
weaken your faith, by the disbelief of future punish-
ment, he finds you then ready for a new attack, by
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thg denial of some other detached principle, till thus
by degrees, your faith is undermined and destroyed,
before you are aware of it. '

For you I have written. To you I commit this
labour of my old age, hoping that, as it is designed
for your own private instruction, you ,will receive it,
as in the fear of the Lord, without a criticizidg eye,
or opposing heart ; and that you will be persuaded by
it, to search the Scriptures, ¢ knowing that they con-
tain the words of eternal life,” thereby you will gra-
tify the most fervent desire of

AN AFFECTIONATE PARENT.

Rosehill, December, 1795.
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PREFACE.

THE ushering into the world, an investigation
of the nature of the following answer to the AcE or
Rzason, at this late period, after so many conclusive
answers have been given to it, and particularly that of
the learned, pious, and excellent bishop of Landaff,
certainly requires some apology.

) The substance of the following sheets, were writ-

ten soon after the first appearance of the AcE or
REeason, in this country. The original design, was
merely to guard a beloved child and intimate friend,
against any sceptical doubts that might have been
produced, by the many conversations that daily took
place, when that artful book was first handed about in
-this city.
., It was, at first, designed to be conﬁncdthlunthe
~limits of a few sheets.

. Soon after, having occasion to review the subject,
it opened itself in such a manner, that before I was

.aware of it, the bulk increased to a manuscript of a
considerable size.
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When, in my opinion, it had answered the origi-
nal design, I desisted from any farther pursuit of the
subject, till a short time since, when, being credibly
informed, that thousands of copies of the Acx or .
Reason, had been sold at public auction, in this
city, at a cent and an half each, whereby children,
servants, and the lowest people, had been tempted
to purchase, from the npvelty of buying a book at so
low arate; my attention was excited, to find out what
fund could afford so heavy an eéxpence, for so unwor- ..
thy an object.

1 was seon convinced, that a principle of the illu-
minati in Europe, had been adopted by some unknown
persons in this countty, viz.-that of fixing on the ri- .
sing generation, and the lower orders of the people, as
the chief objects of an attack, for spreading the prirtci-
ples of infidelity ; ﬁndxng, from long experience, that
the arts of deception must ever. fail, where sound
learning and pure science prevail. . -

This became the subject of much conversation
among men of sober principles, with whom I was -
timate ; during which, two or three learned friends
becamé acquainted with my ‘attempt to.answer that
dangerous pamphlet. . They assured me of their opi-
nion, that although it was a repetition of reasoning,

‘arguments, and facts, that had- been published over
and over again; yet, under present circumstances, it
‘might be of real service to the young and unlearned,
_ as the subject was placed in a light more adapted to
their capacities and memories, than in those publica.
tions that had preceded me; and many facts enume-
rated, that were not easily attainable by them ; that, at
all events, it would be casting in my-.mite, towards
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opposing the flood of infidelity that was deluging our
land ; and coming from a layman, engaged in avoca-
tions foreign from the study of divinity, it might en-
courage others, under like circumstances, to devote
their leisure hours to investigate so important a sub-
ject, as the religion on which their hopes of happmess
hcreaﬁcr, must depend.

It must be acknowledged, that however pleased I
have been with Bishop Watson’s very learned, able,.
and judicious ¢ Arorocy ror THE Brsre,” I do
not think it altogether calculated for young people;
‘and the lower ranks of the community; and it 1s A
really to be wished, that the title had been better
adapted to the work. '

Several other valuable answers have appeared, each
containting ‘many important arguments on the subject;
and as many of them as have come to my-hands, have
been perused, and though much pleased and edified

“with most of them, I have not been entirely satisfied
with them, as applicable to the youth of our country,
-and those whose opportunities have not been so advan-
tageous, as to' guard them against the sophistry of art,
cunning, and an inbred hatred of every thing sacred '
‘and holy. - The boldness of impiety is often mistaken
for knowledge, founded on an independent-spirit, and
“thereby -saps -the necessary defence of snnple inno-
-cence and unsuspecting modesty.

For a considerable time past, I have ardentlywmhed
~to see some more able hand, meet Mr. Paine-more on
his own ground, in a plain and simple manner—but
after waiting several.years, I have lost all hopes of
. being gratified; and therefore have been more easily
persuaded to undergo, amidst a variety of other busi-
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ness, the labour of copying once mure, what was de-
signed for a particular and special purpose; and alter-
ing the address, by applying it more directly to the
author of the Age of Reason, and through him to all
- his hrethren in scepticism.

I am averse to increasing the number ofbooks
unless it be on important occasions, or for useful pur-
poses; but an anxious desire that our country should
be preserved from the dreadful evil of becoming ene-
mies to the religion of the Gospel, which I have no
doubt, but would be introductive of the dissolution
of government and the bohds of civil society; my
compliance with the wishes of a few select friends, to
make this work public, has been more easﬂy ob-
tained.

However, I am not sanguine of great success,
knowing my own insufficiency for the task ; neither
do I expect to carry much conviction to the minds of
those, who have been long engaged in the vices of
infidelity ; what I principally look for, is, to persuade
the rising generation, and those who are but begin-
ning to doubt or waver, to make the divine Scrip-
tures their serious and attentive study; and seek to
understand the principles of the Gospel, before they
pretend to judge of them, or to renounce themas

- untrue, or of .but trifling importance. Thus they
would do in any other science, and they cannot rea-
sonably adopt a different practice in religion.

Few know to what lengths, conscious ignorance

. - of a subject that every man ought to know, willlead a
' person to go, in order to cover the knowledge of it

-from the world.
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If this attempt shall become the means of direct-

ing one solitary individual from the path of errar, into
that of truth, Ishall consider myself richly paid for all
my trouble, in altering and preparing the following
sheets for the press.
. Most willingly do I commit them, to the over-
ruling direction of Sovereign Wisdom, who has
heretofore made use of clay and spittle, to open the
eyes of the blind ; and do most devoutly pray, that in
_his own way, and by his own means, and in his own
time, he will accomplish the promised kingdom of
-hi$ beloved son. '

~






- AGE OF REVELATION, &c. -

1T e ox, that my head were watty; ‘and mine eyes,
=% 1o 2 % Bera{ountsins flowing, likethe liquid skies; ~ -
- 4. Then wauld § give the mighty flood reledse,

& And weep 2 dzluge for the human nce.” :
3 -f- gy cite l'uxx.

HEARthm' nnd ngew Oeard:!
for,the(Lord hath spoken: I:have nourished and
brought up. ghildren, and they have rebelled against
me,”?. was the pathetic and affecting language of the -
elegant and truly evangelical prophet Isaiah, when ad-
dressing an highly favoured, though obstinate and sinful
nation—a people loaded with iniquity—~a seed of
evil doers—children wha were corrupted.” -

. And can there be:a' mare pertinent address, in any
other form of words, put into the English language, -
which would better suit an introduction to a review
of alate work, made famous, from no other cause, but
having been written by the author of Common Sense,.
and which is absurdly entitled ¢ The Age of Reason.*?

There is no intrinsic merit in this work, which’
might entitle it to an answer ; and it would yndoubt-
edly have been consigned to perpetual oblivion, with

: » .

AN
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a thousand other profane and impious performances,
had it not been from a conviction, that many young
and uninformed people, wholly unacquainted with the
genuine principles of our holy religion, and the subtle
and dishonest practices of her apostate adversaries, had
with avidity engaged in reading it. From the repu-
tation the author had gained, by his former political
writings, in this country ; writings, which, from local
circumstances, and the state of men’s minds at the
moment of an important revolution, gave celebrity to
their author, the production before us has met with a
more general approbation, than could otherwise have
been expected.*

It is in this manner, that these inefficient fragments
of the writings of the last century, repeated by the late
king of Prussia, Voltaire, and others, now new vamp-
&d up, with the aid of ridicule, under the title of “ The
Age of Reason,” and this addition, “By the Author
of Common Sense,” though so often fully answered
by learned men, are again introduced into the world,
as new matter, in hopes of deceiving the i ignorant and
unwary, by the influence of a name.

It is no new thing, for the enemies of truth' and
godliness, thus to descend to the meanest arts, in drder

® « The general opinion (speaking of the influence that the pamphlet
eutitled * Common Sense,” had among certain classes of the people), and

" - the unanimous testimony of all the known writers upon American. affairs,

leave scarce room for a doubt of the fact, though for the honour of the
Arericans, 1  would most willingly call it in question.—Thomas Paine’s
¢ Common Sense,” is a pamphlet just as contemptible almost throughout,
just as remote from sound human sense, as all the others, by which, in
Iater times, he has made himself a name.”—Gentg’s Origin and Princip. 56.
The great effect which this pamphlet had ‘on the revolution, (and it
‘was certainly great) arose from its being written at the moment when the
public mind was in a great alarm, and totally at 2 loss hew to determine.
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to accomphsh the homd purpose of nnmng the souils
of men.

. As to the serious and devout Chnstxan who has
flt the transforming power of the religion of Jesus -
‘Christ, and has experienced the internal and convin.

,cing evidence of the truth of the Divine Scriptures, the
treatise referred to, will rather have a tendency to in-
crease his faith, and inflame his fervent zeal in
his master’s cause, while he beholds this vain atternpt,
to ridicule and set at nought, the great objects of his -
hope and joy, by one who plainly discovers a total ig-’
norance of every principle of truc Chrxstlamty, as ré.
vealed in the Scriptures.

The vanity and confidence often produced by an
appearance of superior knowledge and laborious in-
vestigation, will sometimes lead even wise mien,

undesignedly, into a supercilious and dogmatical’
* mode of argumentation, on subjects, which they per-
suade themselves they, fully comprehend : hence some
apology may be made for their errors; and even the
faulty manner of managing the argument may be for-
given. But, as to the performance before us, the
author has proved himself to be totally ignorant of the"
subject he has undertaken to elucidate, not only asto’’
the intrinsic merit of the question, but also the ideds
andterms,which its advocates havebeenknown always
to hold up and use, as expressive of their sénse and”™
meaning of it. He has undertaken to explain, what
he does not appear to have endeavoured, by proper in-
vestigation and consideration, to understand; and at
the same time he has reviled and abused a subject of"
serious and solemn importance, in the estimation
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of many of the nost learned and best men, that ever
lived.

This shews not anly & wicked énd perverse tem. -
per of mind, but.a degree of forward and indecorcus
pertinacity,. that ought not to be countenanced by ‘any '
lover of mankind.

Arguméntative mVesugatlon is oné thing ; but i ng--
norant declamation and ridieule is another. -

The miraculous facts of revelation, one nnght
suppose, would have led every serious mind to be.
lieve, that human wisdom could not have devised the ™

plan of the Gospel ; and that the prudent and cautious-

mind, however darkened by the doubts and objections-

of men of the world, would at least have waited with =

some degree of patience, till the understanding should- -
be farther opened,. by the fulfilment, or failure, of the.- ~
ficts foretold, as taking place before, and: preparatory-
to, the second coming of Christ. That-awful and im.

portant period is approaching. The express declara.-

tlons of Omniscience, as cantended by the friends of : -
prophecy, are fast fulfilling. In the mean time,as has - .
been observed by. an able writer; ¢ let. critics and- - - -

learned men of all kinds, have full liberty to examine-. °
the sacred books, and let us be sparing in our censures: = *
of éach other—-let us judge nothing (rashly). before the -
time, until the Lord come, and then shall everyman- -
have praise of God.. Sqbriety of mind, humility and -
piety, are requisite in the pursuit of knowledge of -
every kind, and much more in that which:is sacred.”*

But this yational principle, ought not to lead us te-

* Hariley.
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countetiance any person in abusing sacted things, and
misrepresenting important facts, whereby the ignorant

may be deceived, and the sparchers after truth be led

out of the way.. However, it may justify critical ex.:
amination and free .inquiry, it cannot support -the:
vicious mind in reviling serious things, ridiculing as’
. visionary facts and principles established by the expe. -

rience of ages, or palming on us dogmatlcal assert:ons

for serious truths. = |

To enter into a minute and candld dlsqulsmon of
any and every subject, which interests the welfare of*
our fellow men,.as rational and accountable creatures,
and that with boldness and: decency, is the part of a-
noble mind; but to treat-those things as jests and-
fables of children, which, in the contemplation of his
oppohents, are considered as involving infinite and -
eternal consequences, is inexcusable, and will adnnt of
no palliation.

If the most important communication shoutd be-
made to an unlettered Englishman, in the Greek lan. -
guage, it would not be thought harsh te say, that he
did. not understand it, though he had been in the habit
of heating Greek spoken ever so long ; and an attempt -
by him to explain the communication, without having
endeavoyred to learn the language, would be thought
little short of idiotism: Why then should a man be
countenanced by the public attention, in his animad-
versions on any subject of which it does not appeat,’-
that he has ever entertained one just 1dea not even of
the language of its authors? How comes it to pass,:
that in every other science, except that of rehgnon, it
is necessary to become a learner, before it is expected
to be understood. Principles, axioms, and definitions,
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must be settled and established, before men will form:
conclusions, or adopt decided sentiments on important.
subjects of civil or moral obligation: but, as to re-: . -
vealed religion, every vain sophist and-pretender, not:
only undertakes to give an opinion on its all interest--
ing doctrines, but even dogmatically to deny and con-
temn its essential, well attested facts and historical
occurrences, which have stood the test of the severest-
and most critical examination. At the same time,
these pretenders to knowledge, have never given
themselves the trouble of inquiring into the A. B. C.
of religion, the alphabet of the Divine Scriptures.

What is there in the nature of revealed religion,
when compared with other sciences, and the present-
degraded state of lhuman nature, that a man should.

- comprehend all its great and important truths, without -
labour and mvestlgatlom whilst most subjects, even of -
huran knowledge, are not to be obtained but by in-
dustrious application, with all the aids of learmng and
experiment ? :

‘It is my present design then, to make a few ob-.
servations on the work before us, in a manner ‘that
may serve as a trial of its merits by the- rules of com-
mon sense, and to this the author ought not to have
any reasonable objection, as all his pretensions to ce- -
lebrity are founded on the assumption of that title.* .

Irrdoing this, I shall confine myself to a few essen.-
tial facts of the Gospel, on which all the rest depend, -
and which are denied and ridiculed in this pamphlet. -
I shall examine the arguments attempted therein, (if

® Referring to a well known publication of his, previ ous to the decia-
ration of our indcpq:dmce, entitled, ¢ Common Sense.”



[ 31 ]
any of them can deserve so respectable a name) inde-
pendent of the artful language in which they are
dressed ; and endeavour to expose the falsehoods made
use of to give a sanction to impious and delusive
sophistry. *

The object being to®onvey rational and honest in-
formation, on a subject all-important to the everlasting
interests of my fellow-men, and not personal fame or

.reputation—to guard the young and uninformed from
the dangerous vortex of infidelity, I shall feel myselfat

- perfect liberty, in the prosecution of this design, to
draw knowledge from every source—to borrow from
any treasury, that I shall consider more productive
than my own; and where I find superior abilities and
greater extent of information than I can pretend to, I
shall not only use the ideas of such authors, but their
language, if thereby the great end of my undertaking
may be promoted ; I mean a conviction of the truth,
in the minds of those, into whose hands it may fall.






THE AUTHOR

OF THE

AGE OF REASON'S

"INTRODUCTION TO HIS WORK;

SHEWN TO BE WITHOUT

PROOF OR ARGUMENT,

THE author of the Age of Reason, in all the
pride and obstinacy of infidelity, introduces his objec-
tions to the Christian system, by an exhibition of his

_own creed, both affirmatively and negatively, as if his
established character for sobriety, integrity, and ex-
emplary moral conduct, entitled him to the respect and
veneration of his fellow-citizens, and the world at
large. In an authoritative manner, he declares, that
he does not believe in the creed of the Jewish church,
the Roman church, the Greek church, nor of any
church he knows of. From this declaration, or rather
from this his disbelief, it would seem, as though he
intended, we should infer, that the benevolent author
of our being, hath left mankind in total ignorance of
the nature of the worship he réquires from them ; and
that all the worship that has prevailed in the world

E
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since the creation, till the present time, has been
founded in error and deception. But the concluding
part of this his extraordinary creed, is as, if not more
extraordinary; ¢ that his own mind is his own
church.”*

Among all nations, the idea of a church, imports
a society or body of rational beings united together for
the purpose of worshiping God, agreeably to some es-
tablished rule or system, agreed upon by them as most
acceptable to the Deity. What then are we to un-
derstand by this profound casuist’s assertion, that ¢his
own mind is his own church?”’—A man so well ver-
sed in the language necessary to communicate distinct
ideas of his subject, must be an able interpreter of reli-
gious doctrines.

Another position of his introduction is as void of
principle, as that above mentioned. He asserts ¢that
infidelity does not consist in believing or disbelieving;
but in professing to believe, what he does not believe.”
What jargon is this, to substitute hypocrisy for infide-
lity! Thus a man really and professedly denying the
being of a God, and the obligations of revealed reli-

_gion, is not guilty of infidelity: but if a man profess-
es to disbelieve a system, for special purposes of his
own, though really and truly in his conscience, he does

fully believe the truth of such system, he is an un-
believer in that system, an infildel and does not be-
lieve it. ,

® One of the principles of the illuminati in France, at the head of which
among others, was Talleyrand Perigord, bishop of Autun, was “ That
every man was his own God—his own lawgiver—and amenable only.te
himself.”=Vide Smith's letter t0 the editor of Dr. Roberteon en the illuminati.
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I know of no way of accounting for this absurdity,
but by supposing that our author has a secret .wish,
hereafter to be reckoned among the believers in the
Christian system, though he now openly denies every
word of it. From this creed of our author, some pro-
per expectations may be formed of the residue of this
curious performance.

- His observation on revealed religion, in this part
of his work, is also false in fact, viz. *“That every re-
ligion has established itself by pretending to some spe-
cial mission from God, communicated to certain in-
dividuals, as Moses, Christ and Mahomet, as if the
way 10 God was not gpen to every man alike.”

..~ 'This conclusion, unfounded in truth, seems parti-
cularly designed to prepare the way, as an excuse for
his ignorance of the Christian system, and to counte-
nance his animadversions on religion, without being
at the trouble of investigating its nature and tendency.
-But facts are asserted in this whole work, with an un-
common defect of modesty, under the apparent ex-
_pectation that the world will take them as established
_upon the bare assertion of the author.
It is true that Moses, Christ and Mahomet, all
claimed the authority of a'divine mission: but is it
~supposable that our author has ever read with atten-
tion the ‘respective histories of these celebrated cha.
_racters, and yet, that he could allow himself to make
the above observation to the Christian world with a
view of placing them all on a footing. Does it follow
that, because wicked men will be guilty of counter-
feiting the most valuable paper, that therefore the ori-
- ginal and the counterfeit are to be considered as equal-
ly genuine? Or does not rathier the existence of the
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counterfeit, prove the reality of the original? Did net
Moses and Christ show their divine mission, not only
by the nature and effects of their doctrines and pre.
cepts, with unblemished purity of life and manners;
but also by doing, in the presence of all the people,
works, that no other men ever did; and by appealing
to them as the visible manifestations of Heaven, in
confirmation of their claim, in which the multitudes
could not be deceived ? ButMahomet aimed to esta-
blish his pretensions to divine authority, by the pow-
er of the sword and the terrors of his government ;
while he carefully avoided any attempts at miracles in
the presence of his followers, and all pretences to fore-
tell things to come, His acknowledging the divine
mission of Mases and Christ confirms their authority
as far as his influence will go, while their doctrines -
entirely destroy all his pretensions to the like autho-
rity. His doctrines and precepts, are calculated to
.gratify the prejudices of every party, and to confirm
them in the established principles of a fanciful reli-
gion, To the Jews he was a disciple of Moses,—te
Christians, he was a believer in the prophetic charac-
ter of Jesus Christ, while he indulged the heathen
inhabitant of Arabia in sensual ideas, that were most
captivating and pleasing to the human heart, Instead
ot doctrines and precepts inculcating the entire reno-
vation of our natures—the becoming a new creature
and overcoming the world:—Instead of a felicity con.
sisting of pure and spiritual pleasures, ‘“did he not
establish a system of carnal indulgences, ever grateful
to the natural man, founded in the fascinating allure.
ments of its promised rewards }—In their agreeable.
ygss to the propensities of corrupt nature in general,
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and ' to those of the inhabitants of warm climates in
particular,—in the artful accommodation of  its doc-
trines and its rites to the preconceived opinions, the
favourite passions, and the deep rooted prejudices of
those to whom it was addressed.”*
. Mahomet’s pretensions to inspiration and the sub-
mission of the people to his authority, in the degree
in which they are found, as has been observed by Mr.
Hartley, may be accounted for, from the then circum-
stances of things, without having recourse to real in-
spiration, and particularly if we admit (as Mahomet
"did) the revelations related and intimated by Moses,
with his own divine legation. It will appear that
Mahomet copied much of his scheme from them, to
make it palatable to those he meant to attach to his
interests, which is a strong argument in favour of the
Mosaic and Christian systems. There is no other
mstance (than that of the Mosaic code) of a body of
laws being produced at once, and remaining without
addition afterwards;—but those of Mahomet and
other impostors have generally been compiled by de-
grees, according to the exigencies of the states,—
the prevalence of particular factions; or the authori-
-ty who governed the people at his own will.
Mahomet made his laws, not to curb, but humor
the genius of the people; they were therefore altered
and repealed from the same causes., Whereas the
body politic of the Israelites took upon itself a complete
form at once, conformable not only to its then present
necessities in a wilderness, but to all its future cir.
cumstances, when settled in a regular government,

® White,
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surrounded by neighbouring natiorns, in the land of
Canaan; and has preserved the same form, in a great
measure to the present time, and that under the high--
est external disadvantages, which is an instance with-
out a parallel.

The doctrines, and whole system of the Gospel,
breathe also a quite differenit spirit, from those changes
and accommodations to human passions, which have
been always calculated to answer the end of merely
temporal governments: its language has ever been,
‘ if any man shall add unto these things, God shall
add unto him the plagues that are written in this
book; and if any man shall take away from the words
of this book, God shall take away his part out of the
book of life, and out of the holy city, and from the
things which are written in this book.”*

Moses appealed to the miracles done in Egypt, be-
- fore Pharaoh, his court, the wise, men, and the whole
congregation of the children of Israel—to their pas-’
sage through the Red Sea—to the pillar of fire by
night, and the cloud by day, attending them, not once
or twice, but through their whole journeyings in the
wilderness—to the thunders and lightnings, and the
voice of God speaking from the mount—to forty
years experience of miracles and prophecies—while
Christ raises the dead—heals the sick—feeds the
hungry—makes the lame to walk, and the blind to
see—commands the winds and the waves, and they -
obey him—foretells the events that shall happen to
his church for 2000 years to come, in proof and con-
firmation of his having come from God, and possess-

® 224 Rev. 18 and 19.
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ing divine authority. And now, where is the compa.
rison between the supposed prophet of Mecca, and the
Son -of God; -or with what propriety ought they to be
pamed together? ‘¢ The men of Nineveh shall rise up
in the judgment with this generation, and shall con.
demn it; for they repented at the preaching of Jonah;
and behold a greater than Jonah is here.”* The dif-
ference between these characters is so great, that the
facts need not be further applied.

‘The conclusiop of our author’s observation, ¢ that
the way to God, is open to every man alike,” is
equally unfounded, on his own principles and repre-
sentation. Such are his vanity and confidence, that
he does not even pretend to cover his presumption,
by an attempt to produce proof of his position, either
from facts or argument ; or to show from whence he
gets his information, or to assign reasons for his
assertions ; but he proceeds at once, to build his sys-
tem of objections upon them, as undisputed data ; and
concludes his readers must receive conviction, on the
first blush of the argument. The fact asserted is,
¢ that the way to God, is open to every man alike.”
This assertion has been heretofore often made by in-

“fidels, and as often answered: it is contradicted by
, every man’s daily experience, as well as by a thou-
sand fatal and melancholy examples.

If mankind were found in a state of perfect recti-
_tude and innocence, free from all the dreadful conse-
_quences of sin and iniquity, such an assertion might

be made with more propriety. But, not to mention
the fatal apostacy of man from the original purity of
‘'his nature, which, although proved by all his actions,

® Luke, 11~32.
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yet I well know is denied by infidels in general, and
by some who call themselves Christians ; * I appeal to
every man’s observation, as convictive, that our au.
thor’s position, on his own principles, is false in fact.
He himself allows, in page 35 of his pamphlet,
¢ that there is a revelation, the word of God, in the
creation we behold.” And again, in page 36, ¢ Itig
only in the creation, that all our ideas and conceptions
of a word of God, can unite.”

Every man must and will acknowledge, the various
and differing powers of the human mind, in different
persons, from the idiot, to the philosopher, most fa-
mous for his wisdom and application. And can any
man of reflection, be ignorant, that the way to God,

® The radical corruption of human nature, is one of those truths,
which their very plainness renders it the less easy to support by formal
proofs. Ifa person be unmoved by the decisive arguments which press
upon him every moment, at every turn, you can scarcely know in what-
manner to address him on the subject.——Let any one look diligently
into their own minds, and they will be convinced, that the continual in-
disposition to righteousness, and promeness to transgression, which
they will discover there, can be ascribed to no other cause. Let,
them behold what passes in the world around them, and they will be sa- °
tisfied, that the prevailing wickedness of mankind, can be traced to no
other source. They will perceive, that in this, as in every other instance,
reason and experience unite in bearing testimony to the truth of the word
of God.—Gisborne’s Familiar Survey of the Christian Religion—14.

‘The late discoveries in the Eastern World, greatly add to the testis
mony relative to this subject. Mr. Maurice says, ¢ I'rom the whole of the
preceding statement, it must be evident to every reader, that the Brahming
are no strangers to the doctrine esteemed absurd in some Christian coun-
tries, but admitted by the Brahmins from time immemorial, tbat of original
ain. . It is their invariable belief, tbat man is a fallen creature.—The doc- .
trine is universally prevalent in Asia, and originally gave birth to the
persuasion, that by severe sufferings, and a long series of probationary
discipline, the soul might be restored to its primitive purity.—They had -
even sacrifices denominated tbose of regeneration, and those sacrifices were
always profusely stained with blood.~5 vol. Ind. Antiq. 956—~7.
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ifi our authior’s sense of it, is not alike open to him,
who never raised his thoughtstto the great Authior of
universal nature, or contemplated his power, wisdom,

- . dnd goodness, in his works of creation and provi.

dence? and to the studious, contemplative philoso.
pher, who, pursuing the plastic hand of nature
through all the streamns of pure benevolence and love,
hath been led, with astonishment and surprize, to the
inexhaustible ocean there, in holy rapture, to love and
to adore ?

Can it be possible, that any man in his senses,
should suppose this way to God, is alike open to the
. wretch, who, destroying all the powers of nature in
debauchery and wickedness, never mentions the name
or attributes of the great, self-existing First Cause of
all things, but to deny his being, or to blaspheme his
sacred and venerable name; and to the devout and
obedient soul, who, sensible of his own natural weak-
ness and insufficiency, is continually casting himself
at thg feet of Divine Mercy, and humbly supplicating
_for grace to illumine his darkened understanding, and

wisdom to direct his researches into the things of
God ?—Is this. way open alike to the man who is blind
and deaf, and so incapable of improving the revelation
of our Author, in the works of creation ; and to him,
who, enjoying every assistance, both physical, moral,
and artificial, sees deeply into the mysteries of nature ?
Are the enlightened, philosophic Newton, or Ritten-
house, and the wandering savage of the Missisippi,
_on equal terms, with regard to this way to God ? Or
the poor labourer, confined during his whole life, to
some inechanical business, for the bare support of hig,
nature ; and the rich, affluent citizen, who can devote
F
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bath umeand fortune to themvestngatmnofmtuu;
and ¢ nature’s God, seen through all his works 2"
-These observations, not only teach the falsity of
the position, in our author’s sense, but fully prove the
ceﬂamtyofsomegr&tandmenualchangewmugh
in-the nature and state of man, since he was originally
formed by his merciful Creator ; and show, in glowing
colours, the ignorance of our author in the first prin-_
ciple necessary for his investigating the truths of the
Christian religion: I mean his own nature, as well as
the sublime doctrines of salvation by a Redeemer,
founded upon it. y
. The way to God, even under the express and po-
smve revelation of his will, manifested in the life, cha-
_ racter, and doctrines of Jesus Christ, requires study,
application, instruction, divine grace, and continual
* improvement, before it can be properly sought out,
even with the aid of the sacred Scriptures. Do the ad-,
vocates of the Christian system, at this day expect to
know the great truths of their holy religion, by ijyme-
diate inspiration, while they acquire the knowledge of
* every art and science, relative to human things, by la- "~
borious investigation? Even in the natural world, God,,
whe created man, hath made him a dependent crea-
ture, so that it is necessary for his support, from day,
to'day, that he should be fed, cloathed and covered
from the inclemency of the weather; but does any man
pretend to disbelieve the goodness and mercy of God
towards him, because he cannot exist, without care,
labour, and active attention to his various wants?2
Must he net plough, and sow, and reap, and defend
himself from his known enemies, or perish? Is this
ever thought a solid argument against the superin-
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m(hntl’mvxdeneeofGod orlnsabundantgoodnm
to the children of men? :

.- Inthe religion of the Gospe}, the Spirit of God has
:been- promised by Jesus Christ, to lead his people into
_-gll truth; but it is the dxhgent, the active, the perse-
wering and sincere. inquirer, who is encouraged to
-depend upon this heavenly gift; and therefore the
-apostle exhorts his fellow Christians ¢ to work out
~their own salvation with fear and trembling, for it is
#God,” saith he, * who worketh in you, both to will
and to do, of his good pleasufe.”
Nothing short of consummate vanity, or the gross.
- est ignorance, therefore, could lead to the unfounded
- conclusion, * that the way to God,” in our author’s
. 8ense, ““ is open to every man alike.”
.. The-author of the Age of Reason, having thus
. introduced himself to the attention of his readers, and, -

- as-he supposed, paved the way to a sceptical temper

«f mind, proceeds to his objections to the leading facts
- d‘ revealed rehglon.






THE VIRGIN MARY.
SomSE———

< When Iam told,” says our author, < that a woman, called
¢he Virgin Mary,said, or gave out, that she was with-child,
without any cohabitationwith a man ; and that her betrothed
husband, Foseph, said that an Angel told him so, I have @
right to believe them or not ; such a circumstance required
.a much stronger evidence, than their bare word for it ; but
we have not even this; for neither Foseph nor Mary
wrote any such matter themselves. It is only reported by
others, that they said so. It is hearsay upon hearsay.”

THis gross misrepresentation, however plausi-
bly cloathed in artful language, is unworthy of a man,-
who pretends to integrity of character, and to write for
the edification of mankind. He surely has never taken
the pains to read, with attention, the narration which
he thus attempts to contradict ; and thereby he is de-
ceiving the young and unlearned reader, in matters of
serious importance to his best interests.

The sacred writings of the Jews, many hundred
years before Joseph or Mary were born, predicted, in
positive terms, the extraordinary event, that a virgin,
of the tribe of Judah, should conceive and bear a son,
and that in the town of Bethlehem, in Judea. It was
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not only thus early promulgated, but became a prin-
ciple firmly believed and relied upon by the whole
people of the Jews, for many generations; and was the
great object to which most of their inspired prophets
directed their public labours. ¢ The ancient Jewish
doctors expected their Messiah to be born of a virgins
therefore it was, that Simon Magus, who set hi mself
up for the Messiah, pretended that his mother Rachet,
bore him without the loss of her virginity.””*

Previous to this mysterious phenomenon, the time
foretold by the prophets for its completion, expired ;
- and many other circumstances that were to attend it,
actually came to pass. The expectation of the Jews,
as a people, and the learned men of the neighbouring,
nations, who were acquainted with their Scriptures,
was raised to the highest pitch, by the fulfilment of the
previous events foretold, as the signs of the approach-
ing glory.

Daniel had very early, and while he was a resident
in Babylon, by his prophetic declaration, foretold the
coming of the Messiah among the Jews, at the end
of seventy weeks, or four hundred and ninety years,
'wlnch must have been well known to all the nations
of the east—add to this, that the Jews were then scat.
tered over all Asia, Africa, and Europe. Tacitus, the
Roman historian, who lived in the first century, says,
"4 Many of the Jews were persuaded, from the con-
tents of their sacred writings, that the eastern country
would prevail, and that from Judea would come those,
who were to have the sovereignty of the whole
world.”t Suetonius, another famous historian of the

* Huet. Questions Almat, lib. ii. ch.xv. - § Lib.v. cap. xiii. fol. 562
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same century, says, ‘ An ancient and uniform opinion
had prevailed a// over the east, that it was destined
for the people of Judea, about this time, to rule over "
the world.”*  Josephus, the Jewish historian, men- -
tions the same thing; and further says, * That what
principally excited the Jewish people, the wise men
as well as others, to the war with the Romans, was the
expectation of a great deliverer to arise-among them,
who should obtain the empire of the world.” He also
says, ‘ That when Alexander the Great was at Jeru:
salem, the prophecies of Daniel were pointed-out to
him, by Jaddus, the high priest.”| Dr. Sykes says,
¢ Itis evident that this opinion was fixed and settled;
‘was generally received among the Jews, that some one
of their nation was to get universal dominion. Itis
testified on all hands, by heathens and by Jews, aswell
_as Christians, and consequently cannot be denied.”
The miraculous event is made known to the sub-
Ject of this divine grace by an angel from Heaven.
~ She is not found among the nobles of her country, or
the princes of her tribe.—She is an obscure virgin
_of the tribe of Judah, dwelling in the despised city of
Nazareth. Her betrothed husband receives equal
proof of the awful truth.—They make it known to
_ their friends.—It is confirmed to them by her cou-
sin Elizabeth, who had previousnotice from the same
" heavenly messenger, of the mercy of God to her na-
tion. They are necessarily, tho” undesignedly, brought -
to the village of Bethlehem by the public authority of
] thc government, that no part of the ancient prediction-
) should be unfulfilled. ‘

* De Vits, Vesp: ch. iv. t Josephuy, vel.

-
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At the birth of this wondrous child, certain simplé
and unsuspecting shepherds, engaged in their lawful
and innocent occupations, but wholly ignorant of any
éxtraordinary occurrence, are surprized with a visit
from a heavenly choir, and informed, in the most sub-

ime language and harmonious strains, of the love of
God to man.

The shepherds, with astonishment, visit the stable
and the manger by direction of the messengers of
Heaven, and find the more than royal babe, agreeably
to their information.—They publicly announce the
glad tidings, and publish abroad the fulfilment of an-
cient prophecy.

The wise men from a distant and eastern country,
under the influence of tradition, added to a divine re-

" velation, and the supernatural appearance and direc-
tion of a new star in the Heavens, attend the new born
babe with magnificent presents, and hail him king
of the Jews.*

Chalirdius the Platonist, a pagan historian who
wrote, soon after the coming of Christ, his Commen-
tary on Timzus, says, “There is another more holy
and more venerable history, which relates the appear«

® Abul-Pharagius, an Arab writer mentioned in the Historia Dynasta~
rium, page 54, tells us, that * Zoroaster, the head of the Persian magians,
(or clergy) foretold to his magians the coming of Christ, and that at the
time of his birth there should appear a wonderful star, which should shine
by day as well as by night, and therefore left it in command with them,
that when that star should appear, they should follow the directions of it,
and go to the place where he should be born, and there offer gifts and pay
their adoration unto him: And that it was by this command that the three
‘wise men came out of the east—that is, out of Persia, to worship Christ in
Bethlehem.” Dean Prideaux says, this author, though an Arab, professed
the Christian religion, and supposes it as most likely, that he took this idea
from them, though he assigns no reasons for his belief.
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ance of a neiv star, not to foretel diseases and death,
but the descent of a venerable God, who was to pre:
serve mankind, and to show favour to the affairs of
fhortals; which star the wise men of Chaldza observ:
ing as they travelled in the night, and being very
- well skilled in viewing the heavenly bodies, they are
said to have sought after the new birth of this God;
and " having found that majesty in a child, they paid
him worship, and made such vows as were agrceable
to'so great a God.” ‘

- Baalam, on the arrival of the Israelites from Egypt
into the wilderness, had prophesied of the coming
Messiah, by declaring, that “a star should come out of
Jacob, and a sceptre rise cut of Israel;” and no doubt
‘but the knowledge of this prophecy was preserved in

- the east, and, with other historical facts, handed down
by tradition. The people of the east had also the ad-
vantage of the knowledgé and piety of Melchizedeck,
Abraham, Lot, Isaac, Jacob and Job, and his friends ;
the worship and example of the Hebrews in Egypt—
the account of all the miracles performed by Moses—
thei supernatural deliverance from that house of bon-
dage—the remarkable destruction of the Egyptians in
the sea—the miraculous support, in the wilderness, of
thre¢ millions of souls for forty years, with their un-
exampled success, against all the united force of the
kings of Canaan, with their numerous hosts, accord-
ing to -the express predictions of Moses—the final

settlement of the Hebrews in the promised land—the

celébrity of David, Solomon, and the kings of Judah
and Isracl—the conduct and prophecies of Daniel,
Isaiah, Jeremiah, and other prophets—with all the va-
rious decrees of the kings of Babylon, acknowledging

G

I
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the God of Israel, to be the God of all the earth, as
did many of the neighbouring nations from time to
time. All these extraordinary means of knowledge,
and the occurrences consequent thereon, must have
turned the attention of the wise men of every nation,
to the history and religion of a people thus favoured of
God; and hereby it is reasonable to suppose they be-
came acquainted with the leading facts of revelation.

Strabo, another heathen historian, in his 16th
book, mentions Moses and the ancient Jews fwith
commendation. He says, ¢ That many, in honour to
the divine majesty, went out of Egypt with Moses,
rejecting the worship of the Egyptians and ether na-
tions, inasmuch as Moses had instructed them that
God was not to be worshipped by any image, and that
he would reveal himself only to the pure and vir-
tuous.” He'observes, ¢ That Moses had great suc-
cess in the establishment of his government, and the
reception of his laws, among the neighbouring na-
tions; and that his successors, for some ages pursued
the same methods, being just, and truly religious.”

Varro, the most learned Roman historian, though
a heathen, much approved of the Jewish worship, as
being free from that idolatry, which he could not but
dislike, in the heathen religion.*

Abraham, Isaac, Jaceb and Jeseph, were mention-
ed of old in Philo Biblyus, out of Sanchionathan, who
wrote about 200 years after Moses—in Berosus, a
priest of Belus, who lived about 300 years before
Christ—Hecatzus—Nicolaus Damascenus—Artipa-
nus—Eupolemus—Demetrius—the Orphic verses—=

® St. Aug. in Civ. Dei, lib. iv. ch, xxxi.
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and in Justin, out of Trogus Pompzius ; all of whom
relate the history of Moses, and his principal acts.*
This fact is also confirmed by the language of Ra-
hab, the harlot of the city of Jericho, to the spies.
 And she said unto the men, Iknow that the Lord
hath given you the land, and that your terror -has
fallen upon us, and that all the inhabitants of the land
faint because of you: for we bave beard how the Lord
dried up the water of the Red-Sea for you, when ye
came out of Egypt; and what ye did to the two kings
of the Amorites, that were over the other side of Jor-
dan, Sihon and Og, whom ye utterly destroyed, for
‘the Lord your God, he is God in Heaven above, and
qn earth beneath.””t The learned bishop Tillotson
says, ¢ The gentiles had, from the prophecies of the
Sybils, an expectation of a great king, that was to
appear in the world.” So Virgil says, ¢ that the time
of Augustus was the utmost date of that prophecy,
ultima cumeei venit jam carminis Etas.”’
These wise men then, under all these advantages,
. might, on the appearance of this star, about the time
of the completion of Daniel’s four hundred and ninety
years, have been fully convinced of the truth of the
prediction, and the certainty of his being born, who
should literally become the king of all the earth.
They therefore did not enter Judea in a secret man-
ner, or make a mystery of their mission. Their
application is not to the parties concerned, or friends
engaged to make out the truth of the fact; but as am-
bassadors from a foreign prince, they with confidence
_apply to Herod, the king of the country, and under a

* Grot.de Verit. 1 Joshua, ehap. ii. Oth, 10th and 11th ver.
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conviction of the certainty of their mission, with an
air of ‘authority demand to know, ‘ Where is be that
.is born king of the Fews? for we bave seen bis star in
the east, and are come to worsbip bim.” This was
unwelcome and alarming news, to.the cruel, jealous,
-and tyrannical Herod. He did not rejoice in the glo-
rious confirmation of all their hopes, founded on
ancient prophecy, and endeavour to countenance the
idea, and the general expectation of the people, byt
“ he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him.”
The people had often experienced the dreadful effects
of revolts, and therefore, without considering the dif-
ference between these times and events,. trembled at
the extraordinary tidings. The chief priests angd
scribes, are all solemnly convened by the king’s
-order, that he might know from them, with precision,
the place pointed out by the inspired penmen of their
sacred writings, where Christ, or their expected Mes.
siah, should be born. They do not hesitate about, or
deny the facts, but unanimously answer, ‘ In Beth.
lehem of Judea.” The wise men no sooner receive
the answer, than they repair to that place, and lo! the
star, which they had seen in the east, again appears tq
them, and directs to the most unlikely place in the
world, in human apprehension, (a stable and a man.
ger) to laok for a royal infant, the expectation of a

great nation, and the hope of the world. | -
As soon as this extraordinary child is brought
into the temple, (most likely with many others, with.
out distinction) Simeon the priest, an order of men
among the Jews, not famous for countenancing the.
humble Jesus, and Anna, a prophetess, under the in.
fluence of a prophetic spirit, single out the blessed
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child, and unite their testimony in conﬁrmatxon'of
‘this supernatural event. :
- Butitwillbe asked ‘how are these things knoWn,
.but by bare ¢ bearsay upon hearsay?”
.. I answer, these are facts related by the chosen dls..
ciples of this same child, who was thus born king of
the Jews. They accompanied him, during his mi-
nistry, and received their knowledge from his own
information, as avell as that of Joseph and Mary, and
by the inspiration of the Holy Spirit. These are facts
related by them, not in a secret history, or in a cor- -
ner; not for their private or personal advantage in this
life, but at the risk of their reputation, peace, come
fort, and even of their lives. Arnobius, as early as
the third century, says, ¢ that it is extremely impro-
bable that men should be so absurd and infatuated, as
to agree together to pretend that they had seen things, °
which they had not seen; especially if we consider,
that they were so far from making any advantage of
such an imposture, that they exposed themselves to
the hatred of the world in general.”—Not hundreds
of years after the events, but during the life of their
master, and immediately on his death—in the life time
of Mary, if not of Joseph too; and most likely of the
shepherds and other witnesses of these extraordinary
" circumstances, which they relate—of numbers who'
must have been privy to the visit of the wise men,
priests, scribes, and pharisees—to the cruel slaugh.
ter.of the innocent children by the relentless Herod—
many an inconsolable mother, and weeping father,
must have been living witnesses of these important.
facts, when first published by the disciples of the cru.
cified Jesus, -to an:astonished weorld. - On no other
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natural principle, can you account for the amazing
success, that attended the preaching of a poor illite-
rate fisherman, when three thousand men were
brought over to the faith, at one sermon. It is most
likely, that not only these, but thousands more, did
then testify to their truth, otherwise the apostles must
have been detected in the most shameful imposition
on mankind, if they had been false. But so far from
this, neither scribes, nor pharisees, with other learn-
ed Jews, who always discovered so much inveteracy
to the Christian faith, ever pretended to controvert, in
that day, the great leading facts of the Gospel
history. - :

These opposers of the Christian church, had the
most urgent reasons for using every means in their
power, ta expose the falsehood or forgery of the apos-
tles, if suchhadbeenthe case. The apostles condemned,
both scribe and pharisee for their unbelief, hypocrisy
and formality—the whole body of the Jews, for their
darling partiality to their own nation, and ceremonial,
law; and threatened the most dreadful punishment in a
future state, upon all. Dr. Priestley very properly,
observes, that ‘“ We believe the facts recorded in
‘the New-Testament, not on the evidence of four per-
sons, but on that of thousands, who were well ac..
quainted with the facts, and by whom it cannot be
denied, the contents of these books were credited..-
The books. called the Gospels, were not the cause, but
the effects of the belief of Christianity in the first ages:.
and these were received by the primitive Christians,:
because they knew beforehand, that the contents of
them were true; consequently the leading facts of
Christianity will always remain deserving credit,
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whatever may be found to be the truth concerning the
authenticity of particular books. The circumstances
of the Christian church, which received these books
and transmitted them to us, were such, as there cannot
be a doubt with respect to the competency of their
evidence; because they were published in the life
time of thousands and myriads, who were as compe-
tent witnesses of the facts, as the writers themselves ;
and there cannot be any question of their veracity,
unless we suppose they all combined to tell and to
propagate a falschood, to their own prejudice, and
merely to impose on all posterity—which would be a
greater miracle, as being more contrary to what we
know of human nature, than any thing recorded in
these books.”* '

But what can our author say to the confirmation
of all these great events, by the after life and conduct
of Christ himself, who is acknowledged to be * a vir-
tuous and amiable man, and a preacher of the most
excellent morality.”f He acknowledged his mother
on the cross, and declared his supernatural birth and
- high original, publicly and openly, before friends
. and enemies.

Let any candid man, with a mind open to convic-
tion on rational evidence, take up the account of this
transaction, as related by the apostle, and confirmed
by all the attendant and ‘concurring circumstances
contained in the sacred writings, and lethim say, if
he could then presume to assert, without a shadow
of truth, that the birth of Jesus Christ of the Virgin
‘Mary, asrelated by the evangelists, is mere bearsay,

* Letters to a young man. - t Paine.
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orrather bearsay upon bearsay. Did not the writers
of the Gospels testify, by their whole conduct, that
they were men of integrity, impartiality and virtue 2
Did they not teach and inculcate the most pure and
strict morality ever taught to man, and that on paisi
of the utmost displeasure of Almighty God? Christ’s
disciples, says the learned Jortin, were examples of
fervent zeal for the welfare of mankind—of an inof.
fensive behaviour—of disinterestedness and self-de-
nial—of indefatigable industry—of the most exten-
sive charity—of patience, courage and constancy—
and of a regular practice of all they taught. The first.
Christians resembled their teachers in their good quas.
lities, and it was no small advantage to them, in their
apologies for themselves and their religion, to be able
to appeal boldly to their innocence and integrity.—
That we may havg a right sense of this, we should
_consider what it was to be a Christian in that day;
lest we be deceived by the vulgar use of the word;
and by the notion which we at present entertain about
“it. 'To be a Christian at that time, was to be an ex-
ample of well-tried virtue—of true wisdom and con-
summate fortitude; for he surely deserves the name
of a great and good man, who serves God, and is a
friend to mankind ; and receives the most ungrateful
returiss from the world; and endures them with a
calm and composed mind ; who dares to look scorn, - -
infamy and death in the face. 'Whoever stands forth
unmoved, and patiently bears to be derided as a fool
and an ideot—to be pointed out as a madman and an
enthusiast; to be reviled as an atheist, and an ene-
my to all righteousness ; to be punished as a robber
and a murderer—He who can press through these
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trials, is a conqueror indeed; and what the world calls
courage, scarce deserves that name when compared to
this behaviour.* .
. Some of these disciples who afterwards wrote the
Gospels, were personally acquainted with Jesus
Christ, attended him during his life, and were actual
ly concerned in many of the events they relate. They
were intimately acquainted with Joseph and Mary ;
and one of them took Mary to his own house after thé
crucnﬁxnon, at the request of his dying Lord, and
she dwelt with him for fifteen years. The brothers
and sisters of Jesus Christ after the flesh, were among
his disciples, and several of them sealed their. faith
with their blood. If thesé circumstances-did not con-
stitute the Apostles the most proper historians to re-
cord the life,- actions and doctrines of their master,
and do not‘operate as a strong confirmation of the’
facts they relate, I know not what human testimony,
can amount to proof: neither can I see; what rcason
‘there can be, for giving credit to the most approved -
testimonies either of nations or individuals.
- Our author, with all his infidelity, will allow in.
page 8, “ that no one will deny or dispute the power
_ of the Almighty, to give such a revelation, if he plea-
ses.” He acknowledges that there’ was such a man
 as Jesus Christ; and that he was a virtuous and amia-
"ble man. * That the morality he preached and prac-
 tised was_ of the most benevolent kind.” These-are.
. concessions,” more than sufficient to overthrow our
author’s whole system of objections, and his infideli-
ty. founded thereon. : :
. Diuogné ot the trials of the Christian Religion, 113.
H
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That Jesus Christ lived in the reign of Tiberia#
Casar and suffered death under the Romart governor
Pontius Pilate, is acknowledged—that he appoirited
.during his life a set of men, who had been with him,
during his ministry, to publish and propagate through-
out the world, to Jew and Gentile, the doctrines he
had taught—the miracles he had performed; and thd
predictions he had declared, as consequences of hig
death and resurrection, is scarcely doubted ; he plain-
ly and explicitly foretold to them, the success they
should meet with in executing their commission,
and the state of the Jewish and Christian churches
till his seconid coming in glory, which he assured
them should take place—these are all facts too noteri-
ous at this day to require proof.

That this same Jesus Christ did also, during his
life, promise to his followers, that after his death and:
resurrection, he would send his holy spirit into he:
hearts of his disciples and followers; whereby they’
‘would be enabled to remember whatever he had told
them while with them in the flesh; and by whom
they should receive the further knowledge of those
things, which they were not then prepared to bear, is
also recorded by these same apostles. Now the e-
vent has happened, as it was foretold, in full confir-
mation of the truth. That this promise was fulfilled
in the presence of thousands of witnesses of all nations,
providentially assembled at Jerusalem at the feast of
Pentecost, for the purpose of public worship, is not
only recorded by them as historians, but the after suc-
cess of the preached Gospel, in all the neighbouring. .
nations, and the miraculous powers and knowledge
of so many different languages, remaining in the a-
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postles, and many of the first converts to Christianity
for more tban one hundred years, were evident de-
. ponstranons "of the truth of the event. By this.
means churches were founded in the most famous ci-
ties then in the world, and men of all ranks, stations
and cliaracters, were brought by the force of these )
facts, to acknowledge the faith as it was in Je-
sus. So public and notorious was the descent
of the spirit on the Apostles, that three thousand
souls were added to the church in one day. This
happened immediately after the event took place;
and many of them must have had a previous know-
ledge of the facts pubhshed by the Apostles; and their
belief, at that time, is a strong confirmation of the
veracity of those facts. The descent of the spirit,
must have been early contradicted, if it had not been
founded in truth, as 50 many witnesses were appealed
to; but even the high priest himself, was forced to.
acknowledge, ¢ that unless they did somethmg, all
men would believe on him.”

- It ought not to-be omitted here, that the whole
plan of the Gospel, as delivered by these historians, :
is far superior to the natural abilities, of men SO
ignorant” and unlettered, as were the planners and.
preachers of it—at the same time, they boldly declare,.
that every real professor shall experience in himself
such powerful effects from a conformity to its doc-
trines and precepts, as that they should become un.’
controvertible evidence to him, that God is their au-
thor. This has been verified in the lives and conduct.
of thousands, and thousands in every age of the
church.

L
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" These historians have given us the account of the =
birth of their Lord and master, not only as they re-
ceived it from Joseph and Mary, but as they had it
from him in his life time, as well as from the influence -
-and direction of the holy spirit, with which they were
so openly and publicly filled, in presence of so many. -
witnesses. Besides it is acknowledged, that the mo-.
rality they inculcate, is of the most pure and benevo--
lent kind: and that to mislead their adherents and fol-.
lowers, by publishing untruths to ruin and deceive:,
them, would have been contrary to every prmc1ple of -
morality and benevolence.

If you look through their whole history, every -
part of it bears the mark of truth and credibility. -
They urge in all their teachings, the strictest atten- .
tion to truth, and threaten the severest displeasure of-
Almighty God against falsehood, dissimulation and-:
hypocrisy. '

While they declare in plain but sublime languagc, -
the dignity and glory of their master’s real character, -
they do not attempt to cover his actual state of humi-.
lity, in not even having a place to lay his head. And
though they claim for themselyes the rank of ambas--
sadors of the Son of God, and the representatives of a .
King and Sovereign, they fail not to record their own
shameful misconduct, and the many mistakes and fai-
lures they had been guiliy of, during their misappre- .
‘hension of his true character; having been deceived -
with the rest of their nation, in looking to their Mes-
siah as a temporal Prince and Saviour.

Add to this, that most of the great. leadmg facts
they relate, are confirmed by prophane historians of



[ 61 ]

good character, though known enemies to the Chris-
tian-name; - and then let it be asked, who can point
out even equal human authority for any ancient hls-
tory, with which the world is acquainted.

The universal expectation of the Messiah, or some
divine person, about this time, is a fact generally ac-
knowledged. Nebuchadnezzar, in his time, speaks of
one of the persons who appeared in the fiery furnace,
being like unto the Son of God; and Haggai* the pro-
phet, expressly says, that be, i. e. the Messiah, was
to-be the desire of all nations. If so, mankind must

“have had tradition from the ancient patriarchs of the'
character of the expected Saviour. Suetonius refers
ta this expectation in his life of Vespasian, as has
been already mentioned. Virgil’s-Pollio is an unan-
swerable argument in favour of the same event. The
sacred books of the Jews foretold it, with the time
and many circumstances preparatory to ‘and attending
it; and they were well known to the then learned
world, and for a long time before, as has been shewn.
The conduct of the wise men prove it.

- There were three celebrated universities of the
Jews in the provinces of Babylon, viz. Narbardia—
Pompedithe and Seria, besides several other places
famous for learning.+ The Jews relate that the ten
tribes were carried away not only into Media and
Persia, but into the Northern countries, beyond the
Bosphorus. Ortelius finds them in Tartary.| In E-
gypt the Jews had a temple, like that of Jerusalem,

" *® Haggai, ii. 7.
"t Buxtorf, Tib. Cxs. 6. Lightfoot’s Harmeny, N. T. 335, Reasons
of Christianity 85,

g Himr in Zech, x. Reasons of Christianity, 85.
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built by Onias and continued for the space ¢f 348,
years, till the reduction of Jerusalem by Titus. The,
Jews at that time, says the Talmud, were double. the,
number in Egypt, of those who left it under Moses,
that is, six millions.*

The reign of . Augustus and the govemment nf
Pilate are established facts. Dion in his life of Oc-’
tavius Casar, mentions the murder of the Babes,
of Bethlehem; and Macrobius, another historian off
carly date and a heathen, says that * Herod the king;
ordered to be slain in Syria, (by which the Romans,
often meant Judea) some children that were under:
two years old. Among whom he included his owny
son, which made Augustus pleasantly say, it was bets,
ter to be Herods hog, than his son.”t

The appearance of a wonderful star at the time of

. Christ’s nativity is mentioned by Pliny} in his natural;
history, under the name of a bright comet.ll

Celsus, Julian and Porphyry, all mortal enemieg
to the religion of Jesus, acknowledge the miracles
and doctrines of Christ, at the same time that they as.
cribe them to the power of magic. Itis a great com-
plaint of Porphyry (a famous heathen Philosopher of

# Jesephus Antiq.

+ Matrob. Saturnal. Lib. 2. ¢. 4 folio, 25'9 cited by Cave, 1 vol. In-
troduction 2. . 1 Lib. 2. c. 25.

§ Huetius says, Scribit Plinius, exortum fuisse aliquando commum..
candidum, argentes crine ita fulgentem, ut vix contueri possit quisquam;
specieque humana Dei eﬁglem in se ostendentem Quest. alnet. lib. 2.-
ck. 16. ..

The same author in his demonstntxon, proposition 3d, says, ¢ that a
new star or body of light seen by the wise men, is acknowledged by Jue
lian, though he ascribes it to natural causes.” .And it is set off with great-
eloquence by Chalcidius, in his comment upon Plato’s Timzus. Hamma,
Annot. in Matth. 2. ch, 2.
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#ie third ceritury who-wrote against the Christian re.’
ligion) that our blessed Lord had the power of curmg
the possessed with devils and destroying their domifi-
on, wherever he came. He makes it no wonder, that
their cities should be overrun with sickness, since
Esculapius and the rest of the gods, ever since the
admission of the Christian religion, have withdrawn
their converse with men. For since Jesus began to
be worshipped no man hath received any public help
orbeneﬁt by the gods.*
“Tacitus and Lucian both mention the crucifixion
‘under Pontius Pilate. Hear the first in his own
words, when speaking of the Christians, ¢ They had
this denomination from Christus, who, in the reign of
Tiberius, was put to death as a criminal, by the pro-
curator Pontius Pilate. 'This pernicious superstition,
though checked for a while, broke out again and spread
nat only.over. fudea, but reached this city (meaning
zRome) also.”
“The darkness at that time is taken notice of by
D1 Thallus,-l- Phlegon and Suetonius, but by

_* .Euseb. ch. 1. 173, 1 Cave, Lives Introduction 10.
" 1 Thallus 2 Greek historian i his 3d Book, speaks of the darkness
atour Saviowr’s death, which he calls an eclipse.

1' Phlegon who was the Emperor Adrian’s freed man, in his 13th
Book of Chronicles, acknowledges that our Lord was a Prophet; and in
his history relates several events which he had foretold. Phlegon com-’
pesed x history digested by Olympiads as far as the year of Christ 140.~
In this he takes netice, that in the 4th year of the CClld, Olympiad

which determines about the middle of the 33d year of our common zra,’
there lappened the greatest eclipse of the sun, that had ever been seen, in«

somuch that the stars were visible at noon day: and that afterwards
there was a great earthquake in Bithynia. This is quoted by Eusebius,
Hyeronimus in his Chronicon and origen against Celsus. Stack. 1. N.T. 148.

The Christian authors for the first six centuries constantly appealed

to the testimony of Phlegon, Thallus and the Roman records without he-.

sitation. Whiston Test. of Phlegon, vindicated-e==Calmets disputation
sur les tenebres.

¢
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Tertullian in a particular manner, when he appeals i
his apology to the Roman Archives, then in existence,.
for the particular account of it, given by Pontius Pi-
late to Tiberius Casar; and the rending of the vail of
the temple 1s mentioned by Josephus. : '

Thus, when actuated by a firm and lively faith in.

* the truth and certainty of the Gospel, the Christian
beholds the actions of even the enemies of the cross,
(in the words of a worthy Dignitary of the church of

+England) * insensibly ministering to those sublime
intentions of Providence; and ignorantly concurring
to advance the triumphs of the cross; his thoughts:
are relieved and enlarged amidst the amplitude of such-
conceptions : inferior considerations pass away and
no affection remains to the overwhelmed and enrap-
tured mind, but that of holy joy and gratitude, in.
return for such exuberant goodress, which hath
thus amply provided for the present and future hap-

. piness of his creature man.”*

.As a confirmation of the history thus written by
the apostles, may here he added, the amazing progress
made by the religion of Jesus Christ, on the preach-
ing of a few illiterate fishermen, in opposition to the
religion of Jew and Gentile, and to the entire subver- -
sion of both, as then practised, as is ably observed by
an eminent writer at the beginning of the second cen-
tury, during the lives of many of the eye witnesses to
some of those important facts. ¢ The Christian reli-
gion,” says he, * is spread through the greatest part -
of Europe, Asia, and Africa. It extends from-the
British islands, to the farthest India; and is established .

* Hurd. 3d Sermon, 70—71.
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aot oily in- eities and populous places, but-in tnwna
and eountry villages, as Pliny testifies. :

The metropolitan cities are all under bishops of the

greatest eminenee and piety: Rome, Alexandria, Anti-
och,and Jerusalem, are governed by apostolical men—
‘Publiusisat Athens—Polycarp at Smyra—Onesimus
at Ephesus—and Papias at Hierapolis.” -And Tertul. ¢
lian addressing himself to the Roman governors, ip
behalf of the Christians, assures them,  that although
they were of no long standing, yet that they had filled
wll places of their dominions; their cities, islands, cas
des, corporations, councils, armies, tribes, compa-
mies; the palace, senate, and courts of judicature; that
i they had amind to revenge themselvés, they need
not betake themselves to secret and .skulkmg arts.
their numbers were great enough to appear in open
arms, having a party, not in this or that province, but
in all quarters of the world; nay that, naked as they
sgvere, they could be sufficiently revenged upon them;
for should they but all agree to retire out of the Ro-
man empire, the workd would stand amazed at that so-
litude and desolation, that would ensue upon it;" and
they (the Romans) would have more enemies thaq
frieads or citizens left among them.” *

Among these converts, a great proportion were
Jews, not only in Jerusalem, but in every town and
village in Judea, as well as in the cities of the Gentiles.
Even the persecuting Saul, who thonght he did God
service by his great zeal in bringing the best Chsis-
fians to judgment and to death; is made himself tocry
wut;  Who art thow Lord? whattwouldst thou have

"\ * * Apeb ehixxviis fol, 30- -
1
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ine to do?” and afterwards to seal with his blood tié
truth of that Gospel which he had so furiously per-
secuted. .

Permit me now to address myself to every reason!
able man, and ask, if facts thus related, attended with
50 strong corroborating circumstances, by men of
unblemlshcd characters, with such advantages, and
whose general statement is thus supported, can with
justice be charged with wanting even  the authority
of the persons from whom the facts came, and with
being mere bearsay, if not hearsay upon bearsay, and
which no one is bound to believe.” Am I atTiberty
to believe or disbelieve, that there is such a city a8
London, or such a republic as France, because I havé
not seen them ; but draw my knowledge from the tes:-
timony of others? Am I not bound to give credit t
facts related to me, on rational evidence, though s
man and fallible?—Is thére a sensible man in "the
United-States, who doubts whether Thomas Paing
wrote the pamphlet, called the Age of Reason, whete -
every page is characteristic of the man, and unites 46
confirm the testimony of others, that he is the author;
although perhaps there may not be a man in America
who saw him write it—and if any one should havé
scen him write it, or should have heard him acknow-
bdge it, yet, on the principles of the author of the Age
of Reason, I am not bound to believe it, unless I had
seen him write it, or heard him acknowledge it, my-
x]f. B
Am I to believe this world existed from all eter- _
nity, and will confinue to eternity, because I was not
present at its creation? Nor can I have personal de.
monstration of its end, although I enjoy the concur-
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rerit tesimopy of reason and revelation, to convince
me both of its beginning and end.

It is a very strange doctrine that I am not to be.
lieve a fact, though it comes from God himself, and is
suthenticated in the fullest manner by the person
to whom it is first communicated, because it was not
slso made to me in person. If one is bound to believe
human testimony, relative to human transactions,
when given by men of veracity, having the means of
krowledge, is the weight of the evidence lessened ?
or is the obligations _to believe, weakened, when the
testimpony relates to the acts and declarations of God
himself, which in his infinite wisdom and condescen-
sion, he has.thought proper to make known to any of
Nig. servants, for the general benefit of mankind? If it

_should please God to make a special revelation of his
will to an individual, with regard to any rule of con-
duct which he chose should influence those who
wished to serve and obey him, and that individual is

- guthorized to communicate it to me, attended with full

and convincing evidence of its truth and certainty, am

I nevertheless at liberty to disbelieve and reject such

revelation with impunity ! What would have been said

. pfthe primitive church in Jerusalem, if, after knowing
from others, the command of their Lord and master
while in the flesh, * that on seeing the approach of the
Roman armies, they should leave the city and ﬂy for
their lives,” if they had reasoned with our author, and
refused to believe, because they had no knowledge'o'f
the injunction, but from the testimony of others? But,

-blessed be God! they believed, and were préserved
from the exemplary fate of that unhappy gity.
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- In human knowledge, it is generally thought that
the mind naturally assents to a fact fully proved by
such testimony as the nature of the case will admit.
Now it is directly opposed to the whole nature of man,;
and every principle of responsibility in him for his
moral conduct, to suppose an immediate personal re-
velation from God, to every individual of the human
race, before he is bound to believe.—~This would ren-
der it necessary for God, cither to affect the mind of
man so irresistably by the influence of his spirit, asto
destroy all free agency in- him, and thereby do vio-
lence to his nature ; or else, being thus convinced by
the knowledge of the facts revealed, and knowing the.
will of his master, he might have gone on in disobe--
dience, having his natural heart still unsubdued and
impenitent, and increased his condemnation more and
more, by acting contrary to so much light and know~
ledge. St. Paul testifies this perverse bias of human’
nature, and opposition of the heart of man to the cons
viction of his understanding, when he says, though
 they knew God, yet they did not glorify him
as God.”
Could our author have, by an 1mmed1atc revela-

.tion from Heaven, better evidence of the factsrevealed
in the Scriptures, than he has of the being and attri«
butes of that God, in whom he lives and moves, and
has his existence ? And yet, if we were to examine
into the effects of this knowledge on his daily practice,
we should have reason to fear, that an express and in-
dividual revelation to him, without a thorough change
of heart and mind, would meet with much the same
reception as the-Scriptures. If he can act against the
conviction of a fact, so clearly revealed to every
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rattonal and reflecting mind, as the eternal power and
godhead of the one great and glorious Jehovah, with
the consequent duties and obligations ; it is not irras.
tional or unjust, to suppose a similar conduct, in op-
position to the most personal revelation of God to his
own mind. This is the idea suggested by St. Pauly
that great judge of human nature, hinted at before:—
¢ For what can be known of God,” says he, ¢ was
manifested to the Gentiles by God himself, who en-
lightened them. His invisible perfections are already
seen by the visible creation; yea, his eternal power
and godhead, by the things that are made; wherefore
they are inexcusable, because having known God,
they did not glorify him, nor were they thankful, but
became vain in their imaginations, and their foolish
hearts were darkened; and fancying themselves wise,
they became so stupid, as to change the glory of the
incorruptible God into an image made like to cor-
ruptible man.”* I have not followed the common
translation, but one that better agrees with the spirit
of the original.

It is time now to draw this conclusion from what
has been said—that the facts, relating to the miracu-
lous conception and birth of Christ of the Virgin
Mary, are established by evidence and proof far supe-
rior to her word, and are of that nature, which one
would imagine must command the assent of every
honest, ingenuous mind, till the truth and rectitude of
the characters of Christ himself, and the sacred histo-
rians, can be impeached, and their veracity doubted.
And although we have not the writings of Joseph and

® Rom. cbap. i. 19th to 22d ver.
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Mary for vouchers, we have the authenticated testi-
mony of those, who had it from them, with the addi-,
tional evidence of miracles, propliecy, and the expe-
rience of thousands and thousands of the subjects of
this divine grace, from the first promulgation of the

Gospel, to this day.



THE DIVINE MISSION
"OF JESUS CHRIST.

The Age of Reason, not content with ridiculing the miracw-
lous conception of the Saviour of the world, calls in question
his divine mission also, by asserting, « that it is not diffi-
cult to account for the credit that was given to the story of

. Fesus Christ being the Son of God. He was born at-a
time when the heathen mythology had prepared the people

Jor the belief of such a story—almost all the extraordinary
men, who lived under the heatben mythology, were reputed
to be the sons of some of their Gods. The story, therefore,
had nothing in it either new, wonderful or obscene: it was
conformable to the opinions that then prevailed among the -
Gentiles, or mythologists, and it was those people only,
that belicved it. The Fews, who had kept strictly to the
belief of one God, and no more, and who had akways re-
jected the heathen mythology, never credited the story.”

- THIS is something worse than bare misrepre.
sentation.—It must be admitted to arise, either from
a-total want of knowledge of the subject, or a wxlful
perversion of the truth. °

The assertion is, that ‘ the heathen mythology
had prepared the minds of the people, about, the time
of the birth of Jesus Christ, for the belief of such a
story, as that of his being the Son of God; and that
the Gentiles only believed it, but the Jews had never
eredited the story.”
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Our author seems to have collected together a few

technical expressions, belonging to particular subjects,
and with which he seems much pleased, in hopes, that
by repeating them over and over, he might persuade
himself, and perhaps his readers too, that he was ac-
quainted with the doctrines to which they were at-
tached. This appears to be the case with regard to
the heathen mythology ; but from his application of
shem to the subjeet- before him, he appears to know
as little of the Pagan principles of worship, as he doec
of the Christian system.
" To every person, versed in the history of- the ‘Na
tions of the world, at the time of the pubtication of
the Gospel of Jesus Christ, nothing can be more evi-
dent, than the contrariety. of its doctrines and precepts
to the mythology of the Gentiles. So far, indeed;
were their minds from being prepared, by their reli-
gious principles and practices, to admit the doctrings
of the Son' of Godl, that perhaps no two-things i na,
ture could be. more oppesite, or better caleulated to
destroy each other.

The religion of the gcntﬂes, was the then refigion
of all the nations of the earth, the Jewish nation ex-
cepted, which was execrated by them all, as barbars
ous and savage, onr acount of the exclusive nature of
its worship; not admitting cemmunion with any othey
religion, known or practised im the world, but repro-
bating them all, as the doctrine of devils. Jesus Christ
was professedly a Jew, and therefore was despised by
the Gentiles; during his whele life he addressed hims
sclf only to the Jews; after his death, his apostles can,
fined their preaching, for many years, to the same
people, till taught to do otherwise by divine revelgy
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tion. They did nat consider the Gentiles as subjects
of the grace of the Gospel, if we except the distant
hope held out to them by Christ, in his parables and
prophetic declarations, grounded on the rejection of
his Gospel by the Jews, and which were not under-
stood by his apostles till after his resurrection. '
The whole genius of the Pagan religion, consisted
in the occasional worship of a multitude of Gods, of
their own making, for the attainment of mere tempos
ral good, or the indulgence of their passions, without
" having an idea of the spiritual nature of the great self?
existent First Cause of all things; or the least expec:
" tatien of the resurrection of the dead. Their hints of
an immortality after death, were very obscure and im-
perfect. Cicero, in his Tusculan Questions, says,
¢« 8how me first if you can, and it be not too trouble:
some, that souls remain after death; and if you cannot
prove this, for it is difficult, declare how there is no
evil in death?”  Again—* I know not what mighty
things they have got by it, who teach, that when the
time of death comes, they shall entirely perish; which
if it should be, (for I donot see any thing to the con-’
trary) what ground of joy or glorying does it afford *”
Hence, an admission of any new God, or different
mode of worship, was easily assented to by them; so
thatit did riot derogate from the established principles-
of intercommunity of divine homage to their various’
deities, agreeably to their national institutions. '
The Christian system, grounded on the religion of
 the-Jews, so odious to the whole world of Gentiles,-
opened a new scerie to mankind.- Jesus Christ com-’
menced his prophetic office; by preaching reperitance’
anid forgiveness of sins, thmug‘h his name alona, in’
.
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.opposition to all the Gods of the nations; declariug
their worship to be that of demons and devils—that
0o salvation could be procured by any of them to their
votaries, and that there was but one only living and
true God—that life and immortality was now brought
to light by his Gospel, in which, for the first time, was
clearly revealed the resurrection of the body—that
* every man, every where, was now commanded to re:
- pent and believe his Gospel, as by no other name un-
der Heaven, but that of his own, could eternal life be
obtained—that whoever believed on him, should be
saved; but all who refused, and would not believe,
should be damned—that no man could come to God,
but by him—that he was, emphatically the resurrec-
tion and the life—that there could be no communion
in the worship of the heathen deities, even their most
supfeme,_no not so much as to eat or drink with them
at their festivals and solemnities, their heing no. Po§-
sible connection between the cup of the Lord, and of
devils. .
. The heathen world was now in an awful state of
darkness and vice. It will therefore throw some light
on the necessity mankind were in at this time, of great
reformation, to attend to the nature and practice of the
heathen mythology A respectable author, has given
an epitome of it in the following words— The chief
eracles among the heathens, appointed human sacri-
fices; that of Delphi, of Dodona, and of Jupiter Saotes. .
It was the custom of all the Greeks, to sacrifice a man, .
before they went out to war. It was a custom among-
the Pheenicians and Canaanites, for their kings, in the.
times of great calamity, to sacrifice one of their sons, -
whon: they loved best ; and it was common both with.
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. 'them, the Moabites, and Ammonites, to sacrificc their
* children. Herodotus says, *¢ That in the expedition of
Xerzes into Greece, arriving in the country of the

‘Edonians, in Persia, the magi took nine of the sons’

‘and daughters of the inhabitants, and buried them

 glive—and that when Amestris, wife of Xerxes, had

"happily attained to mature age with confirmed health,
she ordered fourteen children of the noblest families
‘of Persia, to be buried alive, in grateful sacrifice to the
subterraneous deity.”* The Egyptians, the Athenians
and Lacedemonians, and generally all the Grecians,’

Romans and Carthagenians—the Germans, Gauls and
‘Britons—and indeed almost all the heathen nations
throughout the world, offered human sacnﬁces upon
‘their altars; and this, not on certain emergencies, and
n imminent dangers only, but constantly, and in some

‘places, every day; but on extraordinary accidents,
multitudes were sacrificed at once to thexr bloody
‘deities.

Diodorus Siculus and others, relate, that in
Africa, two hundred children, of the principal nobility,
were sacrificed to Saturn at one time; and Aristo-
‘menes sacrificed three hundred men together to Jupi-
ter Ithometes, one of whom was Theopompus, king
of the Lacedemonians.

* Plutarch, in his Tract on Superstition, says, « Had
it not been much better for the so much famed Gauls
and Scythlans, that they had neither thought nor ima-
gihed, por heard any thing of their Gods, than to
have believed them such as would be pleased with
the bloed of human sacrifices, and who accounted

o Lib vli. p. 477,
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such for the most complete and meritarious of expia~ -
tions.  How much better had it been for the Cartha-
genians, if they had had cither Critias, or a Diagoras,
for theisr first law-giver, that sa they might have be. .
licved neither God nor Spirits, than to make such of- -
ferings to Saturn, as they made. But they knowingly
and willingly devoted their own children; and they
who had none of their own, bought of some poor peo-
ple, and then sacrificed them, like lambs or pidgeons;
the poor mothers standing by, without either a sigh or
a.tear—or if by chance she fetched a sigh, or let fall a
tear, she lost the price of her child, and it was never :
theless sacrificed. All the places round the image, were -
in the mean time filled with the noise of hautboys and.
tabors, to drown the poor infants’ crying.” :
Let those who are instrumental, with so much in~-
dusu'y, to destroy aur holy religion, and bring us back:.
to this awful state of things, seriously reflect on the.
just deserts of so aggravated a crime, and fear the tre-.
mendous punishment that awaits their absurd con-
duct. '
. Livy makes mention of human sacrifices at
Rome-—Dion Cassius relates that two men were-sgx .

" crificed in the Campus Martius, under Julius Casars

He says it wasa custom, begun under Augustus, fop:

men to be devated to death for the safety of thc.
¢mperar,

.- Suetonlus mcntlons, that some writers aﬂirmed, .
that Augustus offered a great number of enemies, -
who had surrendered themselves, ta be slain en tha.
ides of Margh, in devotion to the manes of Juliug-
Cwmsar, We are informed by Pliny, that in the year

of the city 658, a decree. of the senate passed, that no-
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man should be sacrificed, and that, till then, stelf se.-
crifices .were public. This prohibijtion - seemed to
coneern only the common ahd frequent use of them;.
for besides what has been already observed, Plutarch
says, * They continued in his time; and it was not
tifl- about the time of Constantine’s reign, that & final
stop ‘was put to so strange and abominable a practire;
for though it was forbidden by Adrian, and very'much
abated in his reign, yet Antinous was made-a sacri.
fice by Adrian himself.” Tatian declares, ¢ That the
human sacrifices offered to Jupiter at Rome, and to.
Diana, not far from thence, were the chief cause of his
leaving the heathen religion, and turning Christian.” -

-- Pliny acquaints us, that they were practised in
the age in which he lived; and Minutius Felix,
that they were used when he wrote. Porphyry men.
tions them as-notoriously practised at Rome; in his- -
time; and Lactantius speaks of them, as not lald '
aside in his.*

.- Dldwnot this dcgenerate and cruel state of thmga

loudly call for a speedy and effectual remedy? The
Jews, as a people, had lost every sensé of the spirit-
uslity of their divine religion, and had settled down
into. mere form and hypocrisy. Their example no -
losiger edified and instructed the neighbouring na.
tions, to forsake their vain idols and turn to the living-
God. Among the heathens, their diabolical sacrifi-
ces, with other as impure practices, made up so great.
a part of their worship, and were become so habitual-
and fashionable, -that arguments and reasoningy
tktwnﬁvmﬂlenatureofGod andﬂ)epmofofhu

i 3

"~'-3~~"~ 17 ® B of Ohristianity, 369,
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perfections inthe works of creation and Providence,
had lost all their convictive force and energy. In this
gloom of more than midnight darkness, the sun‘of
i Sness -arose on a bemghted -world, with me-~ -
" ridian splendour.

‘When Jesus Christ beganhls ministry, he comted
neither Jew nor Gentile—declaring the Jewish cecono-
my at at end, and fully completed in him; . and
showing;, that all the other nations ¢ had changed the -
glory of the incorruptible God, into images made like
cormptible man, and to birds and four footed beasts,
and creeping things; wherefore God hath given thens
up to uncleanness, through the lusts of their own
hearts, to dishonour their own bodies between them-
selves—being filled with all unrighteousness, fornica-
tion, wickedness, covetousness, maliciousness; full
of envy, murder, debate, deceit, malignity, whisper-
ers, backbiters, haters of God, despiteful, proud,
boasters, inventors of evil things, disobedient to pa-
vents, without understanding, covenant-breakers;
without natural affection, implacable, unmerciful.” - -
~ Does this black catalogue contain a picture, likely
to attract the friendship of those, who were said to ber
the originals ? Had it a tendency to prepare the minds
 of the Gentiles to believe the author to be a Son of
God?

‘The author of the Age of Reason must have- well
kiowa, if he had given himself time to reflect,
¢hat there was a wide difference, in the estimation'of
the Gentiles, between their ideas ‘of deifying a.man,
who had pretended to have .been begotten by some
imaginary God, and who would claim divine honours
jointly with athousand other. Gods of the like origin;
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and the claim of Jesus Christ to'an exclusive war-
ship.. He not only severely,:and with sqvereign
power, reproved their abominable practices, -as. a
moral teacher, but he declared himself in an exclusive
sense, (though apparently -the son of-Joseph and
Mary, and confessedly incarnate and the son of man)
the.only begotten Son of God, begotten before all
worlds, even from eternity—the Creator of all things
~one with the Father, the sole object of all true wor-
ship in' Heaven and earth—who was, and is, and is to
~ come—the first and the last—the begifining and the
ebd—and besides whom there was no God. .

¢ Is there any thing in all the mythology of the an-
cients, that tended to prepare the minds of the people,
fot such'a story as this? Or is not every word and-
every idea’ totally repugnant to all the notions ever
formed by the wisest among.the Gentile nations of
;hc earth, on the subject of religious worship?

Add to all this, that Jesus Christ not only thus: dc-
clared himself to be the Son of God with power, in
his preaching, and proved the claim by doing the
works that no man before him ever did; but that the
erime for which he was crucified, was, that ¢ being a
man, he had made himself equal with God;” and thia

_imputed crime he confessed at the bars, both of the
high priest of the Jews, and of the Roman governor,
Yet Jesus Christ is acknowledged by. this author,
« t0 have. been a virtuous and amiable man; and the .
excellent morality he preached and practised, to have
been of the most benevolent kind, and not exceeded
hy any who had gone before, or succeeded:him.” . -

.. How a man, pluming himself on the_title Common
Sepse, can reconcile Jesus Christ -having beea 3
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preacher of such excellent morality, with his own
principles detailed in this extraordinary treatise, I
leave others to determine.

.Is it possible that this writer could have seriously
believed, ¢ that Jesus Christ, or the Messiah of the
Jews, being the Son of God, was a doctrine of no
higher a date, than the birth of Christ; and that there.
fore it was a wretched story, formed for the critical
moment, when the peoples minds were prepared for
the belief of it, by the peculiar complexion of the head
ther. mythology

Nothing could have convinced a reader of thn’
fact, but the author’s apparent want of knowledge, in
both the Jewish and Christian histories, when he as~
serts, ‘° That the Jews who had kept strictly to thé
belief of one God and no more, and who had always
rejected the heathen mythology, never credited the
story.” i

It is almost incredible, that any man, however ab-
surd his conduct might have been in some other res:
pects, should have attempted so important a subject,
without reading the sacred writings of the Jews, with
the opinions of their chief authors. To these I appeali
for a conclusive answer.

Their prophetical books expressly foretold, (be:-
sides the declaration to Adam, that the seed of the.
woman should bruise the serpent’s head) many hun-

-dred years before the event, that in the fulness of
time, God would send his prophet (so termed by
way of eminence) to whom the people should heark-
en, and that in the seed of Abraham, all the nations ofi
the earth should be blessed. The prophecies rela-
fing to the promised Messiah, were delivered at dif--
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ferent times, and under very differing circumstances.
To Adam and Eve he was promised, in gencral, as a
‘man, the seed of the woman. It is somewhat re-
gnarkable, that we never read of the seed of the wo-
aman but in the instance of the promised Saviour: We
" hear of the seed of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob—of
Aaron and of David, but never of the seed of any wo-
man, but that of the Virgin Mary, the mother of our
Lord according to the flesh. To Abraham he is
promised as his seed, or the seed of his posterity.
“Thus (in the words of the sacred Biographer*) « He
who was promisedto Adam, immediately on the fall,
"under the obscure description of the seed of the wo-
man, who should bruise the head of the serpent, was
now announced to the world as the seed of Abraham,
4n whom all the families of the earth should be bles-
sed.  And hence-forward, we have prediction. upon
prediction—ordinance upon ordinance—promise up-
on promise—event upon event, leading to, rising a-
bove, improving, enlarging upon each other, like the
gradual light of the ascending sun, from the early
-dawn to the perfect day: we perceive types, shadows,
‘ceremonies, sacrifices disappearing little by little :
-patriarchs, priests, prophets, lawgivers and kings,
retiring one after another, and. giving place to the
“-Lord our Judge, our Lawgiver, our King to save us,
as the twinkling fires of the night hjde their diminish-
ed heads; -and ss the vapours disperse: bcfore the
-glorious orb of day.”
" To Jacob, the Messiah is promised as”one de-
-scending from the tribe of Judah. To David, that he
* Vol. ii. 17,
P



[ 8]

should be of his family, and of the fruit of his body.
That he was to be a great King forever and ever——
the anointed of the Lord—his only begotten Son,
who should have the heathen for his inheritance, an_d
the uttermost parts of the earth for his possession.—
.Yet he was to be forsaken of his God ; to be despxsed
and laughed to scorn ; his garments were to be part-
ed among his persecutors, and they were to cast lots
for his vesture. He was to be betrayed by his owh
familiar friend, who eat of his bread.” To Isaiah it
was foretold, that the spirit of the Lord should be up-
on him, that his birth should be miraculous, and
his mother a virgin :—that he should be a man of
sorrows and acquainted with grief; and that the chas-
tisement, by which our peace isto be effected, should
be laid upon him, his death being for the redemption
of mankind; yet the government should be upon his
shoulders, and his name should be called, Wonderful
Counsellor—the Mighty God—the Father of ﬂle
Everlasting Ages—the Prince of Peace.

To Micah, he was to be born in Bethlehem. To
Daniel was made known the precise time of his suf-
fering. To Haggai, Zechariah, and Malachi, that
all these events should be accomplished befare the
destructian of the second Temple. The not break-
ing a bone of the paschal Lamb—the rending the
garment and casting lots for his vesture—the offer-
ing gall and vinegar—the looking on him whom they
have pierced—the prophecies relating to the humilia-
tion and death of the Messiah, and the spirituality of
his office, all tend to elucidate and show the establish-
ed doctrines of the Jews with regard to their expect-
ed Messiah.
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~ Agreeably fo thils view of the prophetical declara-
‘tions relating to our Saviour’s incarnation, the gene-
ral prediction” was 2000 years, before thé promise:
made t0 Abraham. From that, to the pointing out
the particular tribe from which he was to descend,
was 280 years. From thence to the designation of
the family in which he was to be born, was 600 years.
It was above 300 years from thence to the prophecy
of his miraculous nativity : and from thence to his
public appearance as a preacher of rightcousness, wis
350 years. ' ' ‘

" This is a very concise view of the expectations of
the Jews, relative to Messiah their King’s coming in
the flesh. They believed that he should be the Son
of God, yet, emphatically speaking, the Son nf Man
~—exalted and debased—master and servant—priest
and victim—&king and subject—clothed with mortali-
ty, yet the conqueror of dedth—rich and poor—glo-
rious in holiness, yet a man acquainted with grief.
He was the Father of the everlasting ages, yet involv-
ed in our infirmities, and reduced to a state of extreme
humiliation. "All these seeming contradictions were
to be reconciled in the person of their expected Mes-
siah; and they centered, as in a point, in the man
Christ Jesus, the only begotten Son of God.

. The Jews asa people, then professed firmly to be-
lieve, that their king Messiah, though the Word and
eternal Son of God, was to be born of a Virgin—of
the tribe of Judah—of the family of David—in the
village of Bethlehem : that he was tg continue for
ever and ever, and his name as long as the sun and
~moon should endure : that he was to be both son and
Lord of David: that he should die an igaominicus.
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deéath and rise again: that he should have a fores
runner in the power and spirit of Elias. That, as &
proof -of his mission, he should heal the broken
hearted, preach deliverance to captives, raise the
dead, and preach the Gospel to the poor. That he
should perfect-and fulfil the law--.be a stone of stume
bling and rock of offence to many ; and that the: Gens -
tiles should submit to his government. In full proof.
of these facts, the whole book of Psalms, with the pro+
phets Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Daniel, Zecharih{
Haggai, and Malachi bear witness. . s
Yet, notwithstanding this explicit declaranon of
the person and character of this. glorious personagey,
the Talmud of the Jews informs us, ¢ That, when the .
‘Messiah shall appear, he shall be acknowledged only.
by a small number of the -Jews (in comparison with
the whole people), and shall be rejected by the bulk-of
the nation : ' that the Messiah shall be a rock of offence-
to the two houses of Israel, and an oecasion of falling:
to. the inhabitants of Jerusalem:. that the Jews shall.
then be overwhelmed with evils.”* . “#
- 'When Christ appeared and began his xmnmy hc
* did'not go to the Gentiles, but confined himself. em-
clusively ¢ to the lost. sheep of the house of Israek;?”
.to the Jews alone, as the immediate object of his:mis-.
ston. From these he first chose twelve disciples,
who remained with him, the constant witnesses of his .
life and doctrines, to the end. After some time, his
followers greatly. increasing, he chose seventy ; diaci«
ples more, and sent them to the various cities of Juden,

i . Bab ’I‘a!m Tract. Sanhedrlm C. Ra.lm in th.tu hb. ix. ch. u —
History, Estab. Chrhtinhy.‘lvyw &
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still confinirig hjs mission tothe Jews. Atone time
he had attendant, on his personal ministry, four thou-
sand, and at another five thousand followers, besides.
wamen and children; these were all Jews. His popu-
lrity. became .50 very conspicuous among the Jews,
and his friends and followers sq greatly increased, that,
in the Sanhedrim, the chief priest declared, tbat alf
men were, running after him; and among his warm
friends and disciples, we find Nicodemus, a ruler of the
Jews; Joseph of Arimathea, a counsellor; and Matthew
and Zacheus, noted Jewish publicans, or tax-gather-
ers, officers under the Roman government; these
were all Jews; and to these, with the whole city of
Jerusalem, and the country round about, did he pub-
lish the glad tidings of salvation, declaring himself to
be the Son of God, and the appointed Messiah, and
they believed on his name: and after his death, even
the persecuting Saul, a pharisee of the strictest sect,
wasadded to the number. But never, in any one in-
stance during his life, did he address himself to the
- Gentiles.
- . His being the SonofGod wassoremarkablyand
emphatically the burden of his. doctrines while on
_ " earth, that his inveterate enemies confined their charge
~ against him, when arraigned on the trial for his life,
£o this important fact; and, as they were employed and
. bribed to make this accusation, by the ‘chief priest
and plnnsees, it is pretty conclusive evidence of their
opinion- of the true character of the expected Mes-
sish.
The testxmony given agamst him on his trial, be-
fore the Jewish Sanhedrim, was, that he should have
" said, « If. they should destroy. the temple, he would
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rebuild it in three days,” as a proof of his Almighty
power, otherwise there could not have been any pre-
tence of blasphemy in the charge; but even in this,
the witnesses could not agree so as to make their tes.
timony amount to legal proof; and the innocent Jesus
remaining silent, nothing could be obtained from his
confession—on which the chief priest, in order to aid
the defective testimony, adjured him, by the living
God, to answer, if it was true, * That he was the
Christ or Messiah, or not?” This was putting the
accused to his oath, after the manner of the Jews, or
examining him on interrogatories. ~Silence was now:
ro longer allowable. Without hesitation, therefore,
he fully confessed it; and as a further acknowledg.
ment of his divine mission, added, * Hereafter you
shall see the Heavens opened, and the son of man
standing at the right hand of God.”” Hereupon the
chief priest, considering this as an unequivocal decla.
ration of his claim to the character of the Messmh,
rent his cloaths, and passed sentence of condemnation
against him, ““ not as guilty of falsehood, deceit, or impo-
sition upom the people, but of blaspbemy; and therefore
pronounced him worthy of death; and afterwards, to
put the idca they formed of the true character of their
expected king Messiab out of question, he refused his
assent to Jesus being released by Pilate, because he
had made himself the Son of God; that is, by claiming
the character of their Messiah.

The like consequence was drawn by the people at
large from his preaching long before, when he charged
them with attempting to stone him for his good works
~they denied the fact, but said, that it was « for bi
being only a man, yet making bimself equal with God>
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‘After his resurrection, and the descent of the Holy
Spirit on the day of Pentecost, the apostles began tg
preach in his name; and, at one of their first sermons,
converted three thousand souls; and soon after, w¢
are informed, that the number of the brethren were
about five thousand; and, a little afterwards, that “ a
great company of the priests were obedient to the
faitl.” Here then wvere numerous converts, who
must have been as well acquainted with the general
statement of facts relative to the life and actions of
the Saviour, as the apostles themselves; and, by
‘their coriversion, under the dangers to which theyex«
posed themselves by their adherence to the cause of
‘a persecuted and crucified master, they became as
good and sufficient witnesses of the facts on which
‘the Christian doctrines are founded, as if they had
been of his family in his life-time. These were all
Jews; and they were at Jerusalem, the seat of all the
great occurrences of his life and death, where a
church was immediately established, and from
wheénce their doctrines spread throughout all Judea,
86 as to raise a persecution against the whole pro.
‘fession: -, Hereby these followers of the despised
Nazarene, were scattered throughout the country,
and finally forced among the Gentiles, whom they
were taught of God, by a revelation of his will, to
admit.also to fellowship ; the Jews as a nation hav-
ing rejected the Messiah their king; and not till then
did they turn to the Gentiles. . )
. ““Thus itis plain to démonstration, that, before the
crucifixion of Chiist, and for a considerable time af-
terthe resurrection, so far from the Jews ‘¢ never cre-
diting the story; and thé Gentiles being the only peo-
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ple that believed,” it was the direct reverse.. The
Jews were the only people who did believe the Gos-
pel, it never, havmg yet been pteached or offered to
any other nation.

Indeed, whoeveris the least acqumnted with ec‘
" clesiastical history, and the histery of the Jewishna. .
tion, must be surprized at the boldness of this adveti...
_ turous auther, in assertmg ¢¢ that the story of M

Christ being the Son of God, was introduced under.

""cover of the heathen mythology, and that the Gen-

* tiles only received it;”’ when it is so apparent, both
_from sacred and profane history, that the church of
- Christ consisted of thousands of Jews, before a single
Gentile convert was known to the church. And
~when it did first happen, a special revelation from
Heaven became necessary, to reconcile the minds of
the apostles to it. And, after the calling of the Gen-
tiles, about fourteen years from the crucifixion, we
are told, that on the preaching of Paul, ¢ A great mul-
titude of both Jews and Greeks believed.” About
thirty years after the death of our Lord, the doctrines
of the Gospel had spread throughout Judea, Gallilee
and Samaria; so that, on Paul’s arrival at Jerusalem,
" the apostles inform him, that many thousands, (lite-
rally myriads or tens of thousands) were in Jerusa-
lem, ‘who believed.

Thus is the wisdom and foreknowledge of the
~ glorious Redeemer manifest, in his having ordered
an exclusive application to the Jews, till, as a nation,
they should reject him, not only in fulfilment of an-
cient prophecy, but in full contradiction to the spirit
of infidelity, which he foresaw would arise in these
" fatter days, charging him with introducing the dec.
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trine of his divinity under cover of the heathen my-
thology. ~ '

The devils themselves will rise in judgment:
against this pretended philosopher; for although he
knows not Jesus, nor who he is, and will not believe
in his being the Son of God; those unhappy spirits,
even in the days of his flesh, could cry out in the
bitter anguish of despair, ¢ We know thee, who thou
art, Jesus thou Son of God; art thou come to tonr
ment us before the time?”






THE CHRISTIAN THEORY

MI_SREPRE'SENTED,' &e.

~~dn-the like spirit of misrepresentation, and utter aversion to

. the pure system of the Gospel, does this writer assert,

¢ That the theory of the Christian church, sprung out of

 the tail of the heathen mythology. A direct incorporation

" took place in the first instance, by making the reputed

Jounder, celestially begotten. The trinity of Gods that

then followed, was no other than a reduction of the former

plurdlity,, whieh was twenty or thirty thousand. The

. -statue of Mary, succeeded the statue of Diana of Ephesus,

. . &c.  The Christian theory is little else, than the ido-

latry of the ancient mythologists, accommodated to the

 purpases of power and revenue, and it yet remains to rean
son and phxlosophy to abokslz the amphzbwus fraud.”

IT is an old observatlon,y take any thmg for
granted, and any thing will follow. Should not
every reader expect, after these round assertions,
that some proof of this extraordinary position would
have been adduced; especially as:the whole system
of -the Gospel is declared by its advocates,.to be a
direct attack on every principle and species of ido-
latry, and wholly designed to establish the worship

’
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of one only living and true God through Jesus Christ
whom he hath sent. But this writer appears to- have
'supposed, that the knowledge of the Gospel might be
gained by intuition; and of course is wholly unac-
quaintéd with the nature of its doctrines, and seems
‘to suppose his readers equally ignorant, or he would
“have seen the necessity of some kind of proof or ar-
gument to support his bold and unsupported charges a-
gainst the Christian church as founded in the Gospel

of the Son of God. '

Whatever plausible pretexts he might have had,
from a cursory view of the unchristian practices of
the church, ‘when degenerated and apostatised undér "
darkness and declension, as foretold by the author of

“our holy religion and his apostles, that it would be -
under the reign of Antichrist; yet surely he must .
have been beside himself to assert, ¢ that the Chris» -
tian Theory is little else than the idolatry of the anciént
mythologists, accommodated to particular purposes.®

If ever a system of pure doctrine, or holy practice,
founded on the belief and worship of one God, has
been inculcated and urged on the consciences of men,
surely it is to be found in the Christian Theory.—
Hear our author himself; ¢ Jesus Christ was a vir-
tuous and amiable man; the morality that he preacbed
and practised; was of the most benévolent kind.”

The Decalogue, which is the epitome of all its
pracepts, begins by the express commandment,
¢ that thou shalt not have more Gods than one.”
And the New Testament, opens with a rebuke, ‘that
may well be applied here, “ get behind me Satan, for
it is written thou shalt wmhrp the Lord thyGod,
and him only shalt thou sérve.> - -



£ 9]
‘When the great author of our holy religion addres.
ses himself to God the Father, he says, ‘I thank
thee O Father, Liond of Heaven and Earth, because
thou hast hid these things from the wise and prudent,
.and hast revealed them to babes and sucklings, for so
it seemed good in thy sight:” and the substance af
manyof his instructions were, that no man can serve
two masters—ye cannot serve God and mammon.”
¢*The law and the prophets were until John ; since
that time the kingdom of God is preached, and every
man presseth into it. For God so loved the world,
that he gave his. only begotten Son, that whosoever
believeth on him should not perish but have everlast-
ing life. God is a spirit and they who worship him
must worship him in spirit and in truth.” = And his
(disciples after his resurrection,. who established all
the primitive churches, and taught them both their
theory and practice, set out by declaring, ¢ that the
God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, the God of their
Fathers had glorified his Son Jesus Christ.” And
. when the people of Lystra, who were both heathen
. and idolaters, but much more excusable than the au.
thor of the Age of Reason, had mistaken the apostles
for their gods in the likeness of men; and would have
. offered sacrifice to them ; ‘instead of justifying the
conclusion or assertions of our pretender to reason,
«¢ they rent their clothes, and ran in among the people,
. saying why do ye these things? we preach unto you,
that ye should turn from these vanities unto the living
_ God, who made heaven and earth, the sea and all
things that are therein.” &ec.
.. 'When the Gentile converts, in thebeg-mmng of
their church, were trammelled with the false reason-
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ings of some weaker brethren, who would have oblj-
- ged them' to bé é‘iﬁiﬁmcxsed according to the law of

Moses; they made application to the church under

the apostles at Jerusalem, for their instructions on this
head. 'In their answer, the apostles appear to aim at
summing up their. duty according to the Christian
tbeory in as few words as possible. These were,
s¢ that they should abstain from pollutions of idols, from
fornication and from blood.”
"', 'When Paul, the great apostle of the Gentiles, was

preaching at Athens, he assures his hearers, ¢ that,
as they worshipped the unknown God; therefore,
whom they ignorantly worshipped, Him he declared
unto them ; that is, God who made the world, "and
all things that are therein, seeing that He is Lord ‘of
heaven and earth amd dwelleth not in temples mde
-with han

‘The doctnne of the gospel, which Jesus Christ’

and his apostles taught throughout the world was the'
worship of one only true God, in spirit and in truth ’
through Jesus Christ his beloved Son, and all their
instructions, relative to practical rehglon, do indeed’
breathe a spirit of the purest morality ever taught to ‘
man. In addition to the incomparable sermon on the
mount, and the whole strain of our Lord’s teachings,
hear the apostle Paul in his address to the Romans.’
¢ I beseech you brethren, by the merey of God, that
ye give up your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, ac-
ceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service.
—Let your love be without dissimulation; abhor-
titat which is evil; cleave to that which is good; be
kindly affectioned one to another with brotherly love,
in honour preferring one gnother; not slothful in bu-
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siness;. fervent in spirit, servingthe Lord; rejoicing
in hope, patient in tribulation, continuing instant in
prayer; disteibuting to the necessity of saints, given
to hospitality ; bless them who persecute you; bless,
and curse not. Rejoice with them who rejoice, and
weep with them who weep. Be of the same mind
one towards another; mind not high things, but con-
descend to men of low estate; be not wise in your
own copceit ; recompence no man evil for evil ; pro-
vide things honest in the sight of all men; if it be
possible; as much as lieth in you, live peaceably
with all men; avenge not yourselves, but give place
unto wrath. If thine enemy hunger, feed him; if he
thirst, give him drink ; be not overcome of evil, but
overcome evil with good.” And again, the same
apostle, when addressing the Thessalonians—*¢ For
this is the will of God, even your sanctification, that
ye should. abstain from fornication; that no man
should defraud his brother in any thing, but encou-
rage and promote brotherly love; that they should
study to be quiet, and do their own business, and
work with their own hands,. walking honestly te
them that are without, that they should have lack of
nothing; that they should be sober, and at peace
among themselves.” He exhorts them ¢ to warn
the unruly; comfort the feeble minded; support the
weak; be patient to all men; rejoice for evermore;
pray without ceasing; in every thing give thanks;
prove all things; hold fast that which is good, and
abstain from all appearance of evil.”, And when he
speaks of the fruits and effects of these doctrines, as
he does to the Galatians, ¢ They are, love, joy,
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peace, ‘long suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith,
meekness, temperance.”

- This was the sum of the essential doctmnesof the
church for the first three hundred years of the Chris-
tian ra, connected with an unremitted attention t6
them in all their theory and practice. The. asser-
tion, therefore, ¢ That the Christian theory is little
else than the idolatry of the ancient mythologists,”
may, without the just charge of uncharitableness, be
termcd a perversion of the truth, when made by 4
man, who had the means of knowledge in his power,
but who has neglected to make use of them. '

* What could the Age of Reason mean by theory$
Surely that of the Christian church is only to e
found in the New-Testament. It would be even too-

- absurd for our author, who seems, however, capable'
of almost any attempt, to charge the Gospel, or the
Christian church, with the errors and abominable
practices, of many of its mistaken, or disingenuous
professors, when manifestly opposed by every pre-
cept and instruction of its system. As well might-
he say, that the theory of the Christian church; was
that of the Gnostics, Manicheans, or Nicolaitans,
because they once professed to belong to that ‘
church. ‘

The Gospel is the only test of all the theory and
allowed practices of the Christian church; and when-
ever that is swerved from in either, its emphatical -
language is, ‘‘ Remember therefore from whence
thou art fallen, and repent, and do thy first works, or
else I will come quickly, and remove thy candlestlck
out of its place, except thou repent.”
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; 'The writer of the Age of Reason, may think it
harsh to be charged with falschood in every page of
his work; -but.it would ill become an advocate for the
Gospel, not to declare it holdly, and would be doing
great injustice to the cause of truth, when the ever-
lasting interests of his fellow men are at stake; and
the guilty person has no one but himself to blame for
- this severity, having presumed to enter on a subject
with which he had not taken pains to make himself
acquainted; no, not with its alphabet. .
- Had he thought proper to have used reasoning and
argument, founded on proof, to enforce his observa-
tions, he might have expected a suitable reply; but
when he contents himself with advancing the most
palpable falsehoods and misrepresentations as facts,
from which to:draw the most important conclusions;
. and these so enveloped in sophistry, and tainted with
ludicrous insinuations, as seem only calculated to im-
pose on the young and unwary mind in matters of
infinite impartance, he has no right to expect any
thing farther, than a positive denial of the gross mis-
representation of facts he has imposed on the public.
-The language of Justin Martyr, in the first ages
of the church, to Crescens the philosopher, who had
ungenerously, as wickedly, traduced the then Chyis-
tians as atheistical and irreligious, is very applicable
to our author. He says, ¢ That Crescens talked
about things which he did not understand—feigning
things of his own head, anly to comply with the hy-
mour of his seduced disciples and followers—that; in
reproaching the doctrines of Christ, when he did not
understand them, he discovered a most wicked and
malignant temper, and showed b.lmselffar warse than

N
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the most simple and. unlearned, who are. not wont
rashly to bear witness and determine on things not
sufficiently known to them; or if he did understand
their greatness and excellency, then he showed him-
self much more base and disingenuous, in charging
upon them what he knew to be false, and concealing
his inward sentiments and convictions, for fear lest
he should be suspected of being a Christian.”#*

Neither can our author complain with justice,
that our Scriptures, the authority of which he denies;
are made the test of truth on this occasion, as it is
the theory established therein, which he charges with
idolatry and falsehood. There can be, therefore, no
other criterion or evidence of the truth or falsehood
of the assertion, but from those Scriptures, let them
be true or false. They must afford the exclusiye
testimony of what is contained in them, and to which

.alone we can appeal; and they contradict the charge
in every page.

Our author indeed seems to plume hlmself on h:s
imaginary idolatry of the Christian church, ¢ in sub-
stituting a trinity of Gods, as a reduction of the
twenty or thirty thousand of the heathen mythology.”
Could he have shown a single instance of a Christian
church acknowledging a trinity of Gods in their
worship, it would then have been necessary for him
to have shown, that this was countenanced by the
Gospel of Jesus Christ. But, while that teaches the
mysterious doctrine of the Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit, it never fails to inculcate as a truth, essential

- to his religion, that these three are but one inconceiv-
able Jehovah. :

* Cave’s Prim cm-iui.naty. vol.i. fol. 7.

- -
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.~ Can our author be so ignorant as to suppose, that
the doctrine of the Trinity is peculiar to, and the in-
vention of, the Gospel ? Had he read the Jewish Scrip-
tures, or the heathen mythology in its first principles,
with care; or attended to the known doctrines and
‘principles of the Jews as a religious people, and the
primitive religion of many of the heathen nations, he
~ -would have known, that a trinity in unity, was a doc-

trine taught many hundreds of years before the birth
‘of Christ, and indeed from the begmmng of the

world.

As tothe doctrine of the Trlmty, it is not my dc-

sign to enter into a dispute of so important a nature.
It will suffice to show, as well his ignorance as his
malice, in the charge, *“ That the theory of the Chris-
tian church sprang out of the tail of the beathen mythology
“——and that the trinity of Gods that then followed, was no
-other than a reduction of the former plurality, which was
dwenty or thirty thousand.”

This may be done by barely evincing it, whether

true or false, to have been the doctrine of the earliest
_heathen mythology, derived by tradition from the first
patriarchs; and also “that of the Jews, before the
coming of Christ.

If the Christian religion is true, and was really a
‘revelation from God, by Jesus Christ, then it must
' always have been essentially the same, from the be-
" ginning of the world.

" God having formed man out of the dust of the
' caltb, and breathed into him a rational soul, it was
impossible on his first starting into existence, that he
should, by his natural powers, ever have attained to
the true knowledge-of his . Maker, or become ac-
quainted with his will, otherwise than by an express
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revelation from Heaven; for as Tertullian justly ob-

serves, ‘¢ What is infinite, can only be known of it-

self.” God, as a wise and good Creator, could not
have left his creature under this incapacity of render~

ing him the homage due to his name. All the attris-
butes of the Divine Majesty required that this should"
be done; and there can be no doubt, but that the be-.

neficent Creator did instruct-Adam in that knowledge
of his will, which was necessary to his well-being,

by the revelation of the divine nature and attributes;

and the mode of worship he required of him.

It clearly appears from the Mosaic history,-that
the Messiah, who was to come, the second person ih-
the Christian Trinity, was early made known fo
Adam, by God himself, as the seed of the woman. ‘The
Spirit of God, the third person in the same trinityy
is expressly said to have moved upon the face of the
waters, at the creation; and the language made.use
of on that great occasion, is there said to be, . L&t
us make man in our image”—from which short ac-
count we may safely conclude, that Adam was not left
without divine instruction. >

Hence also, in the Mosaic account of the. crea-
tion before the fall, we find God frequently and perso-
nally .communing with Adam, whose mind, in that
pure and sinless state, was better calculated to re-
ceive the communication of spiritual and divine
knowledge, and to bear a constant contemplation of
the perfect attributes of the Divinity, than any of his
fallen race. And after the fall, we are told of Cain
and Abel, worshiping the God of Heaven; one in

‘an acceptable manner, by offering his devotions
through victims slain on the altar, before man fed on
the flesh of beasts; thus pre-figuring bim who was ta
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came, as the great propitiary sacrifice. ‘The other,
in a very unacceptable manner, by refusing obedi-
ence to the revealed will of his Maker, and preferring
the bloodless productions of the earth, raised by his
own labour, as at least equal in the sight of God.
The issue was answerable to the tempers and con:
duct of the men, and one sinful act begat another;
impiety in principle, soon producing extreme cruelty
" in action; a brother was found shedding a brother’s
blood. '
~ Adam then, being instructed in the will of his
Creator, in a much higher and more spiritual manner
than any of his descendants, must have taught his
children,and his childrens’ children, for many genera-
tions, with anxious solicitude, the words and ex-
pectations of eternal life.

-:. If we proceed a step farther, we shall find Enoch
walking with God—the children of Seth distin-
guished from the children of Cain, by the appellation
of the sons of God."

Noah receives an express revélation from God,
relating to the flood, when he complains that bis Spi-
rit should not always strive with men. -

As a good man, Noah must have carefully in-
structed his children in the principles and knowledge

. of the true worship of their Maker; and at the dis-
persion of ‘Babel, this knowledge must have been
“carried by every separate party to the several nations
of the earth, which were founded by them, especially
3n the line of Shem.*

¢ 8anchionathan calls Shem, by the name of Magus, as the prince of the

order of the Magi, or wise mm, who were the fivst, and patrlanhﬂ pr'em
. wfter thtlood. .
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Hence if we éxamine into the first principles of
every religion in the world, béfore they were deba:
sed and profaned by the ignorance, arts or designs
of those men who were intrusted with the public in.
struction, we shall discover evident traits of the true
religion as revealed to Adam, Enoch, Seth, m'd
Noah.

" Their posterity did certainly receive by tradition
and hieroglyphics, (the only modes of perpetuating
" facts and events known ta the world before the in-
vention of letters) many of the essential truths of re-
 velation.* Abraham is agreed by all parties, both
sacred and profane, to have been a holy man, aid
taught the worship of the only one living and true Gotk.
He lived early-enough to converse with Shem, the
son of Noah, who lived in Methuselah’s day. Abra:
ham’s children, with their posterity, preserved this
knowledge and worship, and instructed all the neigh-
bouring nations in it, both by precept and example,
till the coming of the Saviour.+}

* ® Mr. Henry, in his History of Great-Britain, speaking of the ancient
Druids, says, ¢ The first and purest principles of: their religion, ‘at least
descended to them, together with their language, and many other things,
from Gomer, the eldest son of Japhet, from whom the Gauls, Britons, and
all the other Celtic nations, derived their origin. For it is not to be ima-
gined that this renowned parent of s0 many nations, who was only_the
grandson of Noah, could be unacquainted with the knowledge of the true
God, and of the most essential principles of religion; or that he neglectad
ta communicate this knowledge to his immediate descendants, and they to
their. posterity, from age to age. But unhappily, the method by which this
religious knowledge was handed down from Gomer to his numerous pos-

" terity in succeeding ages, was not well calculated to preserve it pure and
uncorrupted. This was by tradiiion, which however limpid it may bd
mear its fountain head, is, like other streams, very apt to swell and become
turbid in 1ts progress.” “Vol. i. fol. 92

t The name of Abraham hath, for | many ages pnst, ‘been bad in .lu-t
veneration all over the east, and among all sects, so that every one of

~
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. Abraham was so remarkable for his purity and
zeal in the service of God, and for his faith and con-
fidence in his promises, that he refused not, at the
divine command, to sacrifice his only son, who thus
was held up as a striking figure of him who was to
bruise the serpent’s head. As a reward for Abra-
ham’s piety, God revealed to him, that all the earth
should be blessed in his seed; or in other words, that
the promised Messiah, known by the epithet, #be seed
of the woman, should spring from his loins.

Thus wehave very strong evidence from the histo-
ry of Moses, that the religion of Adam, Enoch, Seth,
Noah, Shem, Abraham, and his children Isaac and _
Jacob, led them to look to the Messiah that was to
come, the promised seed of the woman, pre-figured in
all their sacrifices and oblations of blood shed upon
their altars. :

This is the only rational account of the prevalence
of so strange a mode of worshipping the beneficent
Creator of the Heavens and the earth, unaccountable
in any other view than as it was designed to show
forth the great sacrifice of the Messiah, in offering
himself up for the sins of his people.

Now with what propriety could these eminent
servants of God. have uniformly continued in this

them have thought it would give reputation to them, could they entitlé
themselves to him. For not osly the Jews, the Magians, and the Maho-
metans, but the Sabians and the East-Indians, all challenge him to them-
selves, as the great patriarch and founder of their several sects, every ons |
pletemlmg their religion is the same that Abraham professed. The #ene-
xation for Abraham in those parts, proceeded from the great fame of his
piety, which was-(it is supposed) there spread among them, by shie Tarael-
ites in their dispersion all over the east, first onthe Auyrm\, and after on
the Babylonish captivity. Prideaux’s Connet. vol. i. 225
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mode of worship, as evidencing their faith and hope
in him that was thus to come; or have any_cpnﬁdghce
in his sufficiency for their redemption, unjess they
bad been instructed by a divine revelation in this
mysterious doctrine, which, from all their condnet,
it appears they were. .
. Abraham retained the knowledge and worslnp of
the true God, amidst all the idolatry of his country,
and at last separated himself and famxly from the con-
tagion of their example, by removing into a duu\nt
land, net before inhabited. _

In the process of time, Joseph, his great grand-
son, by the special providence of God, became gover-
nor and lord of all Egypt; and fromthepuntynnd
‘holiness of his character, must have made use of h;s
grandeur, power, and influence, to spread the h'uth
throughout that populous country; and this must have
had great weight, not only from-his example, but
from the truth of his predictions, and the distress that
afterwards came upon that people from the severity of
a seven years famine. :

These doctrines must have greatly prevaxled, by
the addition of Jacob and his family to the inhabitants
_of Egypt. Hence, upon a careful examination jnto
antiquity, we shall find, that Egypt afterwards became
the divinity school of all the surrounding nations, and
especially the Greeks. Into their religions, however
different from each other in detail, the great princi-
ples of revelation must originally have been ingraft-
ed, though afterwards greatly darkened and debased
by the inventions of philosophers and the superstition
- of priests, to make them acceptable to the mass of

~
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‘the ¢tommon people, who were extremely xgnorant
and perverse.
If this reasoning be just, history and the works of

-of the ancients must throw some light on this subject;

-and considering the tempers of the author of the Age

6f Reason and his disciples, it may be prudent, in
the first place, to trace the necessary facts from hea.
then antiquity, as they may have more influence than

‘any thing from a purer source, and as at the same time
‘they will greatly corroborate the Mosaie history.

We are informed by the earliest Egyptian histo.
fies, that about the time of Abraham, the Egyptians
had their first king, who was called Zoroaster Mis-
#aim, by some Misra, and by others Osiris. He is
#aid to have reigned about two thousand years before
the Christian ra. -

- Afterwards came the famous Hermes-tnsmegxs-
tus, or Taut, or Thoth, by whom the first Egyptian
pyramids were raised. Many authors have suppesed
this Hermes to have been Moses, but the late Mr.
Bryant (as we are informed by an elegant, learned and
#ble writer) very satisfactorily contends, ¢ that he
was no other than the patriarch Joseph. He is per-
suaded that the Osarsiph of the Egyptians, one of the
pames by which Hermes was called, if Manctho, their
«earliest historian may be credited, is nothing else but

~ a mistake in arrangement, for Sar—Oseph, or Lord

Joseph of the bible. - And if another name by which

Hermes ‘was known, as some ancient authors have

asserted, was Siphoas, Mr. Bryant thinks it a sirhilar.

confusion of the letters ; for what saith he, is Sproa;

but Aosiph misplaced, which is the Egyptian name .

of Joseph.” But, however the truth may be, the ar-

0



[ 108 ]

‘gument is strong, that the Egyptians derived several
important branches of divine revelation from the pas:
triarchs, as will now appear from the character of Her-
mes. -
Diodorus Siculus bestows the highest encomiums
oh Hermes-trismegistus as the founder of all -the.
Egyptian learning, and it is said that he reccived his
name from his teaching the explicit doctrine of the
Frinity . *

The Chronicum Alexandrinum, quoted by Ku'-
cher, relates, that there lived among the Egyptians,
the fust of the family of Chaan Sesostris, that is.a
branch of Osiris, a man venerable for his wisdom angt
admirable learning, who held that there were three
prineipal powers, virtues, or forms in God—that the .
nam